
Multicultural Category Definitions 
 

 
 
Category A: American Cultures. The goal is to focus on race and ethnicity in the United States by 
considering racial and ethnic groups from historical and comparative perspectives. Five racial or 
ethnic groups are identified: African American, Chicano or Latino, Native American, Asian 
American, European American. Approved courses deal with at least two of these groups in a 
comparative manner. They do not necessarily deal specifically with discrimination or prejudice, 
although many do. 
 
Category B: Identity, Pluralism, and Tolerance. The goal is to gain scholarly insight into the 
construction of collective identities, the emergence of representative voices from varying social 
and cultural standpoints, and the effects of prejudice, intolerance, and discrimination. The 
identities at issue may include ethnicities as in the American Cultures category, as well as classes, 
genders, religions, sexual orientations, or other groups whose experiences contribute to cultural 
pluralism. This category includes courses that analyze the general principles underlying tolerance, 
or the lack of it. 
 
Category C: International Cultures. The goal is to study world cultures in critical perspective. 
Approved courses either treat an international culture in view of the issues raised in Categories 
A and B (namely, race and ethnicity, pluralism and monoculturalism, prejudice and tolerance) or 
explicitly describe and analyze a worldview (i.e., a system of knowledge, feeling, and belief) that 
is substantially different from those prevalent in the twenty-first century United States. 
 

 
MULTICULTURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDY ABROAD 

 
Students who participate in University of Oregon sponsored study abroad programs can fulfill 
one Category C International Cultures-satisfying course through this participation in order to 
meet Multicultural Requirements.  
 
The UO Foreign Study Programs Committee in collaboration with Study Abroad staff will 
identify which UO-sponsored programs will meet the International Cultures requirement, based 
on the following criteria:  
 

• Students must be enrolled full-time and maintain satisfactory academic progress 
throughout their academic programs abroad. 

• Approved study abroad programs must be a minimum of five weeks in length. If the 
program is between five and nine weeks in duration, it must have substantial cultural 
immersion, and meet at least two of the following three criteria: 

o Include a home stay or immersion living experience 
o Offer a language-intensive and/or culturally immersive curriculum 



o Provide an internship, service learning, or integrated work or volunteer program 
o Programs of ten weeks or longer will automatically satisfy the International 

Cultures requirement 
 
A student who participates in a program that does not fit any of the criteria above has the 
option to petition the Academic Requirements Committee under their usual guidelines.  
 
 


