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University of New Mexico

This paper proposes a domain-general, single-mechanism account of type and token 

frequency, neighborhood density, age-of-acquisition, speed of processing, target 

degradation, habituation, preexposure, and desensitization effects. Evidence from 

priming, word recognition, and associative learning is combined to provide support 

for Local Activation Spread Theory (LAST), which proposes that memory is a 

localist associative network that contains both type and token nodes where all types 

are interconnected while a token is only linked to one type.   
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