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WEEKLY LOGS, #6—9 

Week 6 

Figured out how to get the Squarespace contact form to go to the correct email. I could not find it for the life of 
me, and then I realized that I had to delete the email it was already sending to in order to add an alternative. Oh 
Squarespace, sometimes I fear that I’m not as smart as you think I am. Cait and I also played with template that 
we bought for the Strategic Plan for the AAD Professional Project. Cait and I are the only two team members who 
have InDesign on our computers, so we worked on tweaking the document. I also spent this week working on 
powerpoint for both the AAD final Research Presentation next week and my AAMG presentation during week 9. 
While not initially part of my Comp Tech focus, these two presentations require extensive consideration and work. I 
started reading Presentation Zen and trying to integrate my learnings into the powerpoint. It needs to be clean and 
not text-heavy, for example.  

Week 7 
This week the AAD Professional Project finalized the design for and gave our final research presentation. I am 
proud of the powerpoint and how clean and informative it is without being very text-heavy. Presentation Zen 
helped me realize that I—or we, as the case may be—am the presentation, not the slides, but the slides still need 
to support our words and provide a visual cue. I also wrote-up my notes and impressions from JSMAC’s (the 
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art Student Member Advocacy Council) skill development workshop with Debbie 
Williamson-Smith, JSMA Communications Manager. I used Illustrator to create a graphic to represent one of the 
small activities that she had us complete for her workshop on managing social media. I showed her my website 
and she gave me a couple of tips, like “copyright everything” and “less words more pictures” for the blog posts. I 
am debating on whether to be wordy (I do like to write) or whether to be mainly visual in my reviews of events and 
arts & cultural happenings. 

Week 8 
Got sidetracked this week creating last-minute graphics and schedules for INFLUX: A Night of Performance Art for 
JSMAC. Surprised at how comfortable I feel using Illustrator now, compared to the beginning of the year. I worked 
on entering some more photos and text to the Strategic Plan and ran into some spacing issues. Followed 
suggestions from John Fenn to mess with spacing and margins and make the text look cleaner. also created a 
program for ELAN’s (Emerging Leaders in the Arts Network) ArtsVenture and struggled to print the booklet in a 
way that would line up with folding half-sheets and stapling them. Followed Eric’s advice to add more pages to 
even out the program. They turned out well but took a good few hours to compile and print correctly. ELAN 
members really liked it, however, which made me feel vindicated.  
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Week 9 

I presented at the Association of Academic Museums and Galleries conference in Washington, DC! My 
presentation was a 20x20, or pecha kucha. This means you present 20 slides, 20 seconds each slide. I had to 
create a presentation that was informative with little text and keep in mind that each slide would only be displayed 
for 20 seconds. It was difficult. Some presenters, I noticed, used pictures on each slide so that if they did not time 
things perfectly then the audience wouldn’t really be able to tell. I found this approach a little lazy, to be honest, 
and ended up being happy with my extensive practicing and slides-tweaking. I also took photographs of The 
Phillips Collection in DC and plan to write a post about it soon. I realize that I have trouble keeping my blog current 
and will need to work on a schedule of updates to keep myself on track. I also added the copy right to my 
website.  
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REFLECTION 

Projects 

I feel good about the projects I have worked on and completed during the process of this class. I am going to list 
my accomplishments here to generate some confidence in myself: 

Personal Branding 
• Built a website on the Squarespace platform 
• Designed a logo for my own personal brand 
• Designed my own business cards 
• Printed said business cards via moo.com  
• Designed thumbnails for my website’s navigation 
• Purchased one year of a web domain, sarahwyer.com 
• Purchased one year of a personal email address, sarah@sarahwyer.com 
• Went through and edited personal photography in Adobe LightRoom 
• Added a blog to my website and started to add content 
• Created powerpoint presentation for conference 

AAD Professional Project 

• Found and purchased a beginning template for the AAD Professional Project’s Strategic Plan 
• Worked on changing colors and adapting the layout with Cait Bothwell 
• Inserted content into the plan 
• Took, edited, and inserted photographs into the strategic plan 
• Created graphs in Excel to represent survey data 
• Worked with AAD Professional Project team to create powerpoint for presentation 

Other 
• Created 20x20 powerpoint presentation for AAMG conference 
• Designed and created program for ELAN’s ArtsVenture and figured out how to print it correctly 
• Designed impromptu signage for large event and did not feel overly bad about it 

The process of branding myself was less painful that I had prepared for. I think I did a lot of the work upfront in the 
term, knowing that the Strategic Plan would demand more of my time as the deadline for it approached. I also had 
pneumonia and was trapped at home, allowing me plenty of—albeit muggy—time to think about and play with 
Squarespace and logo ideas. I am very pleased with my logo and my clean, crisp website design. I was able to 
create an online portfolio that (I hope) displays my skills, interests, and training. I believe that I have branded myself 

http://moo.com
http://sarahwyer.com
mailto:sarah@sarahwyer.com


authentically. The business cards are a continuous delight to me, and I had a great time passing them out at the 
AAMG conference in Washington, DC. People seemed impressed with the thickness of the cards, the design, and 
the fact that I have my own domain name and email address. Eric was certainly correct about impressions—it was 
worth the money to give myself an edge. I felt professional and prepared. 

A challenge moving forward will be keeping up with my blog. Part of me is considering hiding it until I have enough 
content posted or scheduled to post. I would not want to seem unprofessional by putting up sporadic content and 
leaving the blog rather inactive. I plan to create a posting schedule, especially while I am in Washington, DC this 
summer and able to explore the arts scene there. I hope to have much to write about. 

The Strategic Plan came out beautifully, although I must admit it is mostly due to Cait. She spent a lot of time 
working on tweaking the details of the plan and making sure the designs were crisp and aligned. I think it turned 
out well, and I did refresh my InDesign skills a little by helping Cait work on it, but overall I have a long way to go 
with my learning curve. 

I enjoyed this class and hope to return to it next year, if my credits and classes allow. Visual literacy and design are 
important skills and I would like to continue cultivating them. 








