
FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM:

1. Principles and governance

2. Implementation and functionality

3. Already existing: AAOT – a 90 credit 
transferable associate’s degree that 
covers all lower division Gen Ed at 
destination Oregon public university

4. OTM is a subset of AAOT, intended 
to help transfer and not major 
specific

5. Need: modularization and 
operationalization



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM:

1. Principles and governance
1. Faculty / Senate determined design and 

oversight of the curriculum at each 
institution

2. Foundational curriculum has been the 
common base of previous institutional 
faculty senate agreements

3. Modules of the Foundation Curriculum are 
well described for AAOT and OTM

4. Faculty committees determine fit of a 
course in each module based on agreed 
upon outcomes and criteria

5. The new Foundation Curricula builds from 
this with added flexibility…



Subject Foundational Courses for STEM majors Foundational Courses for non-STEM majors

Writing 2 courses (6-8 credits) WR121, WR122 2 courses (6-8 credits) WR121, WR122

Cultural 
Literacy

1 course (3-4 credits)

See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

1 course (3-4 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

Arts & Letters 2 courses (6-8 credits)

See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

2 courses (6-8 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

Social Science 2 courses (6-8 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

2 courses (6-8 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.
Many non-STEM majors require specific s sciences courses
-- see the USTA for your intended major.

Natural 
Sciences

2 courses with labs (8-10 credits) See list of AA/OT 
outcome courses.

Many STEM majors typically require specific majors-
level (200+) courses – see the USTA for your intended 
major.

2 courses with labs (8-10 credits) See list of AA/OT 
outcome courses.
Non-majors level (100) recommended.

Math 1 course (3-5 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

Many STEM majors typically require specific 
mathematics (200+) courses – see the USTA for your 
intended major.

1 course (3-5 credits)

See list of AA/OT outcome courses MTH 105/111 

recommended.

Total 10 courses (32-43 credits) 10 courses (32-43 credits)



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM: LIST OF AA/OT OUTCOME COURSES
– EXISTING SENATE APPROVED AND UPDATED - SAME
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EXISTING SENATE APPROVED AND UPDATED - SAME



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM: LIST OF AA/OT OUTCOME COURSES 
– EXISTING SENATE APPROVED AND UPDATED - SAME



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM: LIST OF AA/OT OUTCOME COURSES 
– EXISTING SENATE APPROVED AND UPDATED - UPDATED



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM: LIST OF AA/OT OUTCOME COURSES 
– EXISTING SENATE APPROVED AND UPDATED - SAME



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM: LIST OF AA/OT OUTCOME COURSES 
– EXISTING SENATE APPROVED AND UPDATED - REMOVED



Subject Foundational Courses for STEM majors Foundational Courses for non-STEM majors

Writing 2 courses (6-8 credits) WR121, WR122 2 courses (6-8 credits) WR121, WR122

Cultural 
Literacy

1 course (3-4 credits)

See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

1 course (3-4 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

Arts & Letters 2 courses (6-8 credits)

See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

2 courses (6-8 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

Social Science 2 courses (6-8 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

2 courses (6-8 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.
Many non-STEM majors require specific s sciences courses
-- see the USTA for your intended major.

Natural 
Sciences

2 courses with labs (8-10 credits) See list of AA/OT 
outcome courses.

Many STEM majors typically require specific majors-
level (200+) courses – see the USTA for your intended 
major.

2 courses with labs (8-10 credits) See list of AA/OT 
outcome courses.
Non-majors level (100) recommended.

Math 1 course (3-5 credits)
See list of AA/OT outcome courses.

Many STEM majors typically require specific 
mathematics (200+) courses – see the USTA for your 
intended major.

1 course (3-5 credits)

See list of AA/OT outcome courses MTH 105/111 

recommended.

Total 10 courses (32-43 credits) 10 courses (32-43 credits)



FOUNDATIONAL CURRICULUM: 
PRINCIPLES AND POLICY FOR TRANSFER

1. TRANSPARENCY –
1. a system that is readily available, easy to 

understand and use for institutions and 
students

2. PREDICTABILITY –
1. students: stability in foundation and major 

pathway requirements
2. Faculty: confidence in standards applied

3. RIGOR –
1. High standards fairly applied and 

maintained in faculty collaboration and 
review
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