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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT:
Soil

In the early 1840s, pioneers travelling west to the Oregon Territory discovered dense timberland,
fertile soil and abundant water resources on the banks of the Willamette River. There, the settlers
founded Milwaukie (1847), which became a dominant pioneer town eclipsing Portland. Milwaukie' s
early days were booming until the late 1850s when timber supplies dwindled. However, the access of

Milwaukie Bay continued to provide active commercial activity. The population grew and businesses
became more diverse.
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT:
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