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Background Information
Symbol: “A symbol is an object that represents, stands for, or suggests an idea, visual image, belief, action, or material entity. Symbols take the form of words, sounds, gestures, or visual images and are used to convey ideas and beliefs. For example, a red octagon may be a symbol for 'STOP.' On a map, a picture of a tent might represent a campsite. Numerals are symbols for numbers. Personal names are symbols representing individuals. A red rose symbolizes love and compassion.”- (Wikipedia) 
Every society past and present has used symbols to express their culture. Humans are symbol makers, we leave symbols in Egyptian pyramids to ensure a good after life, we write graffiti on the Coliseum's walls to tell a titillating story, and we scratch and paint symbols on stone to leave a monument to a good hunt, special event or to make a mark in relation to the spiritual realm. While Archaeologists have deciphered many of these symbols from the Egyptians to the Romans, oral based traditions pose a quandary. These symbols are usually associated with a story; the symbol serves as a reminder to an oral tradition that has passed from storyteller to storyteller for countless generations. Without the story that was once associated with it, the symbol's meaning may become lost. Many American Indian societies recall their past through oral traditions with the help of symbols, shapes, winter count robes, geometric patterns, pictographs, and petroglyphs. Each diverse tribal group has its own distinct language, culture, and history. Their histories are as valid, varied, and important as those of any other culture, in any other region of the world. This class will discuss and explore different ways that Montana’s Indian tribes recorded their histories on bison robes, tipi covers, through personal adornments, and other types of art, supporting oral traditions and the maintenance of knowledge and meaning through the use of symbols.
Program Overview

Introduction: 5 minutes (Outside of the Visitor Center) Introduce students to presenter and to the Chief Plenty Coups State Park. Remind students of behavioral expectations, raising hands, no yelling,no running, and most importantly, to be respectful of the objects that they may see in the Park. Finally, give a brief outline of the day’s program.
Visitor Center Exploration: 10-15 minutes (Inside Visitor Center) Depending on arrival time, a standard exploration time is given to the class as a whole, approximately 10-15 minutes. At this time, students may touch objects inside the Visitor Center, use restrooms, and ask questions to staff. At the end of this exploration time, the class can be divided into two groups, if needed. 
Note: this portion can be reduced or eliminated if overall program time is reduced due to late arrival.
**IMPORTANT REMINDER!**
· Older students (8th grade-High School) will not get an Activity/Game.

· Class and House tour will be extended by 10 minutes apiece.
Instructional Component:

	Group A—25 minutes
	Group B—25 minutes
	Group A& B—20 minutes

	Where: Inside Visitor Center, in front of tipi.

25 minutes of student centered, inquiry driven instruction
· Explanation of symbols in societies.
· Presenting examples of American Indian symbols/robes/tipi covers/Chief Plenty Coups business ledger.
· Symbol game and discussion.
· Switch groups.

	Where: Chief Plenty Coups house
25 minutes of touring through Chief Plenty Coups house and a presentation at the Sacred Spring.

· House walking tour.
· Spring tour.
· Reminder: Remind students to be respectful of any offering seen at spring.
· Switch groups.
	Where: Open areas around Visitor Center
Depending on teacher preference/weather activities include…

· Capture Butterfly game.
· Crow Coup relay.
· Nature hike with binoculars and field guides.
· Beading activity.
· Chickadee Challenge.
· Fishing. 

Reminder: define activity area and safety concerns.


Switch Groups/Transition between activities: (if needed) 5 minutes
Closing: 5 minutes, thank students/teachers and chaperones for attending the program, gather belongings, and finalize any unfinished business with teachers.
Class Preparation and Responsibilities
Before class arrives, prepare staff, volunteers on the class program, time issues, and any special requests/concerns from teachers.

(Before Class set-up)

1. Place Class supplies box upstairs in Visitor Center.

2. Review the class curriculum if needed.

3. Place Symbol Identification game cards around Visitor Center, prepare small pieces of scrap paper and pencils for student groups. (1 pencil and piece of paper per group)
(Teaching responsibilities)

1. Assist teacher with filling out classroom reservation card located in day planner.

2. Assist students in Visitor Center exploration.

3. Help instructor/teachers with dividing class into two equal groups.

4. Assist with classroom management/teaching/tour/activity if needed. 

5. Assist in cleaning up Visitor Center and putting supplies back into assigned places.
Classroom Instruction Lesson Plan: Symbols and Society

Level

Grades 6th-12th (program may be changed to accommodate grade level)
Standards
Indian Education for All
Essential Understanding 1

There is great diversity among the 12 tribal Nations of Montana in their languages, cultures,

histories and governments. Each Nation has a distinct and unique cultural heritage that

contributes to modern Montana.
Essential Understanding 3

The ideologies of Native traditional beliefs and spirituality persist into modern day life as tribal

cultures, traditions, and languages are still practiced by many American Indian people and are

incorporated into how tribes govern and manage their affairs.

Additionally, each tribe has its own oral histories, which are as valid as written histories. These

histories pre-date the “discovery” of North America.
Essential Understanding 6

History is a story most often related through the subjective experience of the teller. With the

inclusion of more and varied voices, histories are being rediscovered and revised. History told

from an Indian perspective frequently conflicts with the stories mainstream historians tell.
Abstract

Symbols in Society will familiarize students to the role of symbols in societies in general, American Indian societies and present day society. Students will recognize and identify that symbols past and present play an important role in our everyday lives.
Objectives

Students will be able to:

· Recognize that societies past and present use symbols in their cultures.

· Become familiar with different ways of recording a culture's history, e.g. oral traditions, symbolic language, etc.

· Identify how symbols express meaning,
Materials

· Photocopy of Chief Plenty Coups’ trade ledger symbols.
· Copy of Lone Dog’s winter count buffalo robe.
· Symbol identification game (in class box).
· Paper, pencils to distribute to groups.
Implementation Overview

Time Allotment: 20 minutes
Begin by asking students “What are symbols?” Wait for students to answer and explain that we use symbols in everyday life. Point out that the students are actually wearing symbols on their clothing. (Point out the Nike Swoosh, team logos, product logos). Explain that even written words are symbols, as the letter stands for a sound, and we put those letters and sounds together to get words that can describe an object or action. Then we combine words in sentences, and sentences into paragraphs, to tell a story. Sometimes we recall stories from memory and share them orally, but we also lean on written information often for conveying what we say orally (e.g. think about news broadcasters or speech-givers relying on teleprompters). 
In early American Indian societies, their methods of recording and sharing information and stories were not terribly different.  Their symbols did not exactly consist of an alphabet of letters, but they could consult their symbols to help them remember the dimensions of a story. The symbols might spark a memory of an event in a given time and a given place. In a sense, they could be "read." Tribal histories were shared orally, passed down from storyteller to storyteller. Storytelling was a learned skill.  Some stories, such as animal stories could be timeless, typically holding a meaning relating to life.

Transition: “Each different Indian tribe used different symbols, for example the Crow or “Apsáalooke” are known for their use of certain colors and geometric patterns to identify themselves. 
Other tribes may have used plant and animal shapes to identify themselves. In some tribes, symbols with various meanings were painted on the outside of the lodge skins (covering the tipis) although the Crow tended to not decorate their tipis. If we look to the east, one of the neighboring tribes, the Sioux, applied their symbols to the “Winter Count Robes” to help remember their history. A Winter Count Robe is a buffalo hide with symbols drawn on it to help remember a year’s event. Usually the winter marked the end of the year for the tribes.  A respected person was asked to draw a symbol on the hide to commemorate one of the most important events that had happened that year. One of the best examples of a Winter Count Robe was “Lone Dog’s.”
Show a picture of Lone Dog’s Robe and have students guess what the symbols might mean. After having them guess, explain what the symbols mean.  Here is a link to a photo of Lone Dog's Winter Count, which include events from 1800 to 1871, beginning at the center and spiraling outward.
Transition: “The reason that we know what these symbols mean is because Lone Dog was interviewed by an Anthropologist and he documented all of these symbols.”

Question: “What would have happened if these symbols were not documented by the Anthropologist?”

· Lead a discussion with the students on what happens to oral stories if the chain of storytellers is broken?
· Ask the students if symbols are universal throughout cultures?
· Can a symbol’s meaning change throughout time?

Transition: “After Chief Plenty Coup settled on the reservation, he was a farmer and store owner. He used these symbols to keep customers accounts.”
· Show Chief Plenty Coups Ledger entries. Discuss previous questions.

Game: Explain to students that we will now try to identify symbols that are placed around the Visitor Center. (See supplemental Symbol Identification Game sheet for symbol meanings and discussion points)

Evaluation/Review
Time Allotment: 5 minutes

· Lead discussion with students on symbols' meanings; are such meanings universal throughout all cultures? or unique to a given culture?
· Symbols are distinctive by society. 

· Can symbols change throughout time?

· What happens to a symbol associated with a story if the story is lost?

· What common symbols and patterns did the Crow of Apsáalooke use? 

· How did Chief Plenty Coups use symbols?


Supplemental: Symbol Identification Game

1. Hello Kitty—symbolic representation of a cat, simple lines, dot eyes, no mouth, bow.  These are things we normally don’t see on a cat but we still know it is a cat.
2. Music notes—these are symbols that are placed in a certain order to make a melody, much the way letters in a word have a certain order. How long a note is held is part of its meaning. Moving notes around and playing them for longer or shorter times will drastically change a melody.

3. McDonalds Arch—the “M” symbol. Note how, without the context of knowing you can get food there, it’s just a letter, “M.” For better or worse, this symbol is now associated with food worldwide.

4. Roman Numeral II/Gemini Zodiac sign—symbols can have more than one meaning. This symbol stands for 2, but is also a symbol of the Zodiac for people born at the end of May and early June. This ties in with a story of twins. 
5. Male Symbol—this is used to denote maleness, coming from the astrological symbol for the planet Mars and possibly refers to God's shield and spear (and the Christian God is perceived as male).

6. Female Symbol—this is used to denote femaleness, coming from the astrological symbol for the planet Venus and possibly refers to a Goddess, as the symbol could be a weighted tool for spinning yarn (and textiles were historically a female domain).
7. Batman—this is a comic book symbol that is used to call Batman. This symbol has changed throughout the years. Earlier versions had softer edges, whereas the new version is more angular, more weapon-like.

8. Fleur-de-lis—this is a French symbol of Royalty/Political/Religious. It also means “lily/flower,” having been co-opted from Arcadians (people of French origin in North America) who moved to Louisiana and came to be called "Cajuns” (a corruption of Arcadians). The symbol eventually became associated with the New Orleans Saints football team.
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