Maureen Yoder: Elementary Art

Spotlight on Oaxaca 2011

Curriculum Overview and Lesson Plan Outlines 

“Frida and Diego Go To Oaxaca” and

 Ethnobotanical Elementary Art Lessons Description

This year at the Muhlenberg Elementary Center the yearlong theme in art class is “Multicultural Art”. Within this theme the unit on Mexican art has many lessons that include the Aztec calendar, Mayan pyramids, Olmec heads, Milagros, the Mexican tree of Life, The Day of the Dead, and the work of Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo. This is an incomplete list of lessons that are already taught to the upper elementary students at the MEC.  The lesson plans and media project that are outlined below will strengthen the unit on Mexican Art. My intention is to reinforce students’ awareness of the ethnic diversity of Oaxacan art from the past to the present. In addition to this, new ethno botanical lessons about Oaxaca will enrich student understanding about the essential relationship between the environment and culture in Oaxaca. 

The ethnobotanical unit creates a stand of personal response in the Mexican art unit because everyone eats food and is surrounded by plants in their environment. Many students in our school have never been to a corn field, or grown their own vegetables in a family garden even though our suburban district is located within Berks County, which is an agrarian county. These lessons include the Pennsylvania state Standards for the Visual arts’ categories of art history, art production, aesthetics, and criticism; they also include a personal response strand about food. The three ethnobotanical lessons will enrich the Mexican art unit by introducing students to historical and present day uses of regional plants as food sources and products in Oaxaca. 

Ethno botanical lesson Unit
This lesson unit will be comprised of three botanically themed lessons that are inspired by historical Oaxacan art forms and traditions.

Maize Codex: 
Fourth Grade 

Time: 2 one hour lessons

Maize Codex: Students will be introduced to codices as an important documentation of indigenous people of Oaxaca.  The importance of the development of maize will also be discussed. For their project, students will work in groups of five to create an accordion fold pocketed book made of brown craft paper. Beginning from the right hand side, students will draw scenes, figures, symbols and borders inspired by ancient Oaxacan codices.  Students will write at least four facts or responses to the history of cultivation of maize. A reference work sheet will be provided with facts and codex symbols and motifs.  Students will view images on slides and samples collected for this lesson Finished lesson plans will include Pennsylvania standards for the visual arts.
Tier I vocabulary: codex, maize, corn, border, symbol, line, pattern

 Finished lesson plans will include Pennsylvania standards for the visual arts.

Agave Radial Symmetry
Third Grade

Time: 2 one hour periods

 Students will look at different succulents and cactuses that are grown in the Ethno botanical garden.  We will focus on agave as a plant that has been important in the past and present for people of Oaxaca. The agave plant will be introduced as an example of radial symmetry.  Students will create a three dimensional agave paper sculpture by folding a green paper in half and drawing one half of the agave leaves.  They will cut out the plant while the paper is folded with textured scissors.  Using the center fold as the line of symmetry, students will cut out additional agave leaf shapes and attach them with a glue stick.  On the agave leaf blades they will write in English or Spanish purposes and products the agave plant is used for. The paper plant will be mounted on a retablo shaped background. Students may write more facts or illustrate agave products such as a net made from agave string. When the drawing, sketching and writing is completed on the project students will lightly glaze the plant blades with white glue and glitter will be added for a final decorative finish. A reference work sheet will be provided with agave facts. Students will view images on slides and samples collected for this lesson 
 Tier I vocabulary:  radial symmetry, cactus, succulent, agave, shape, and texture.

Finished lesson plans will include Pennsylvania standards for the visual arts.

Chocolate Money

 Fourth Grade

Time: 2 one hour lessons

In this lesson students will learn that in ancient Oaxaca, cacao beans were used as money or exchange for other goods. Students will compare and contrast their ideas about present day chocolate with images from ancient codices. They will also reference present day currencies by looking at bills and coins used around the world.   Students will create paper bills by drawing portraits and borders in sharpies marker and metal foil coins that are inspired by symbols and motifs from the ancient codices.  As a culminating activity, students will make a wallet made by collaging tape laminated chocolate wrappers for their chocolate money. A reference work sheet will be provided with facts, codex, cacao symbols and motifs.  Students will view images on slides and samples collected for this lesson. 

Tier I vocabulary:  Cacao, chocolate, coins, codices, bills, borders, emboss, collage,
Finished lesson plans will include Pennsylvania standards for the visual arts.

Frida and Diego visit Oaxaca
Power Point

 This power point presents photos of puppets of Frida and Diego positioned around the city of Oaxaca. In some cases the figures will be included in a split screen with pottery or crafts. This power point refers to a lesson in the Mexican art curriculum in which students create paper sculptures (from a paper bag) of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera. The artists, who will be familiar characters to the students, will take a brief tour of Oaxaca. The theme of the Power point is the history and fusion of the indigenous people and the Spanish in Oaxacan art and culture.  Titles will be written in English, it is my plan to include a voice over in Spanish, hopefully to be accomplished here, but the voice over may have to be finished at home using student voices, which may be even better.
