The Legend of the Corn 

This story tells that in the beginning of time, there were two gods: Quetzalcoatl, the beneficent, the discoverer of agriculture and industry, and Tezcatlipoca, the god of night and patron of sorcerers. The battle between them was an ongoing one.

 

Tezcatlipoca’s nahual is a Jaguar, a wild cat from Mesoamerica. That is, he can become an animal with splotches on his skin that resembles the night sky. The story says that during his rein as the Sun, Tezcatlipoca created the first humans that appeared on the face of the Earth, but they were giants who did not cultivate the land and fed off of acorns, wild fruits and roots. Because of his failure with this creation Quetzalcoatl beat Tezcatlipoca with a stick. As a result, he fell to the earth, was transformed into a tiger and ate the giants. The remains are the bones that we see today, those of mammoths and mastodons. The Earth was then uninhabited and the universe was without Sun.  This occurred on day four Jaguar.

 

Next Quetzalcoatl became the sun and remained as such until the Jaguar, Tezcatlipoca downed him with a sharp blow of his claw, on the day Four Wind. Then, a strong wind surged up and all the trees were knocked over. Most of the men died and those that survived were turned into monkeys. During that time, the men ate pine nuts from pine trees.

 

Then the creator gods placed Tlaloc, the god of rain, as the Sun, but Quetzalcoatl caused fire to come out of the earth and the men that did not perish turned into birds. This happened on the day Four Rain. During that period, the men ate the seed of a corn called watercorn or acecentli.

 

Quetzalcoatl  determined that Tlaloc's sister, the goddess of  water, Chalchiuhtlicue called "she of the jade skirt," was to become the new Sun. But Tezcatlipoca caused it to rain for many days and nights until everything was flooded.  The men who did not drown were turned into fish. This happened on the day Four Water. During this age, men hardly ate.

 

Because the sky, which is made of water, fell on Earth, it was necessary for Quetzalcoatl and Tetzcatlipoca to lift it, so that the Earth would reappear. After this fourth destruction, all the gods met in Teotihuacan and determined that one of them should sacrifice themselves and become the new Sun.  It became a competition between Nanahuatzin  and Tecuciztecatl, a poor god and a wealthy god. Out of their sacrifice were born the Sun and the Moon. From this point on the men ate corn.

 

But the battle between the two great gods did not end here.  Tezcatlipoca turned into Mixcoatl and created the first fire with the help of a drill that turned like a chocolate grinder. On the other hand, Quetzalcoatl stole the "precious stone bone" from the gods of the underworld and gave it to the goddess Cihuacoatl, who ground it in a ‘metate’. With this flour, mixed with blood donated by all the gods, Quetzalcoatl made the first men, as we know them today. To feed them, the god turned into an ant, discovered corn that was hidden in a cave and gave it to the gods and men.

The Legend of the Chocolate

Tezcatlipoca was the supreme god, the one who gives life and death. It was to him that live beating hearts of young victims were extracted and offered.  But Quetzalcoatl was opposed to violence.  On one occasion, in Tula, north of Mexico, when the god Quetzalcoatl collected cocoa and other plants and herbs, the god Tezcatlipoca expelled him from their land. In this paradise, the ears of corn were so thick one could not wrap both arms around them and cotton plants sprouted in the colors one desired. And the most precious gift to mankind of all was the cacao tree.  According to legend, the Toltec Quetzalcoatl had to temporarily leave his country because Tezcatlipoca had exiled him. He left his wife as the defender of all their cultural and treasured properties. Their enemies, eager to seize not only their material fortunes but also the agricultural and medical knowledge of the Toltecs, took the occasion to attack.

 

The queen, the wife of Quetzalcoatl, who had been left guarding the treasure of her husband and the borders of the empire, decided to defend from enemy attack. But ultimately, Tezcatlipoca troops defeated the Toltecs. 

 

When they made her prisoner, the of wife Quetzalcoatl refused to reveal any secrets she knew. The enemy tried in vain to force her to reveal where her husband, Quetzalcoatl, was hiding. As a result of her silence, she was murdered after a long public torture. She was killed and from the blood of the faithful wife was born the cocoa plant. The blood flowing from her body gave birth to a tree that her countrymen called "cacaotal", which is where the true treasure is hidden.  The fruit hides seeds that are bitter, like the suffering love of the dead heroine, they are strong, as the determination of her virtue and slightly dark and pinkish, like the blood which watered the fertile land where she died. This was Quetzalcoatl’s gift, a symbol of the faithfulness paid by the death of his devoted wife. 

