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/}r aiirle'i'\,riicrrrrr: .l i1)r',r"rri l,r I rrrrl,r 1']r,rr: r.I

ertj.irs. rr rht I,ll:rl,rl l,r'rlr. r, hicf rlrrlcl 1,"

r-.,.1.r.1 ,,..1 I

pei s.rr)! iile. l,ll rh|rr hu,l i,' l,urcti,ri rn hiiirnon\ io
Irlrintrir r pcls()l!ir:hlrrr .lnrl slrnrn.,\n(l il (xlr ()l

the entticr ',r,rs ,lisrr.ssr.l. i rc ;)iir.rs \\{}ul(l bc
rilecteri.

Lil;e tht bo,ir'\ LlNnsllrrnr.rtirn in ilc:th. ihc soui
rlso crperierced r rl)l\ er sri)r rrr(l !ep.r rrjr)r.
crttphrsizine, ir \'et :rir,rthcr \\irr. iil.rt tira llutlrrr ()i
lilc is irrrsitorr. Luci 'ri tir.'se e.pcricnccil its oll
scpr|rtil'rrrrn,.l joLrrrer irt iirc iirrrr,rfcicrrtlr. \r illus

'trl,'
olerc! oi rhc ir,r:t: r,i ilrc soLri 'l hc n:rnrts ol thcsc
enirr-ies irc rrunlli (hettl1. i,,rnlr,r (hcrrt), nt1 iltil,otl
(1ir el r-,r storlrrch).

T}r"e'{btu.rft'i
'fha nu'tlli ifiom rlra. to inidiite' or "r,r.rle
\\'irrrr u.rth slln'J) rrs.l cofrpler (nlitv th'et r,.'sjclecl

in tlrc herd or brlrin. hirbored b,, rhe hrrrnen stull.
It l::s rhe lolce,rfu.ilJ rD,-i jntclligeDce rn,.1 perhrps
the lrr:st tr:nsfir ublr rner gv rrirorrt rhe livirrq. It js

bclrelcci thrt tht tor'tlii u,rs ,-lcr ivcd fr-orr rhc
suprerre uo,l ,rf rlLrrlitt. (]rreteotl. rrnrl thit ir:

' I :tr. l :l '',i l

tion thlough the rctions oi cclcsti.,tl beings senclrnq
c<sentjai enct-g!' into thc \rc,ntb. rlepositrnq the
cncrgl into the held of tire enrblr,cr. '1 his cner'gr
shrp,:il rr pelson! chirictel .rnLl destinv. loung
inlinis rnl children lere pl..ed ner! the llre .rnd

c|crrnrrrllr jn lhc sur) to rcquift rnor-c /0ll,r//r. IL \rs
rliir prrscnt in rnirnals. pJonts. rnrl othcr objects.

.!s elirlcrrcerl in the crc,rri,l, ill th. thc Sun iit{l
rlr \i. r ij rih iirfluerr:e,:l all especrs ol ltic. rnd tt Ils
:r1so thc piifrrn source of cncrgr lc]l th,: toitnlli.-alr! i.J] nirturr cti rnntlli ry,ts shifting.tl]ri flrg
nr.rlrlell. li ccrrld bc g:rinecl or losi rl,rorlqh Iltltost
.ril\ rnLcr',rction, espcchllv u'ith peoplc such 1rs lim
ill ncrr:hers..ri orlers rrith uhrinr onc hrrd rntrrnete
ri rr l.r( t. { ithcr rr ers of the Loch, r,here rhrs ener.gl
rr:rLicri lcrc rhe hair. csIccirlll ihrri iouncl nc:rr-
lirc Ionr ri(]r of the hcad (7wrl,ili). rrnrl ihc irleer
nrrls. i he huit in prrlculrr \\'its thoughr ao be thc
.tciiricrt cf poucr iird thrr ii pr-orectctl .:lnd pr-c
t L:ttrctl rrnalli ltrrrn i:scltpilq thc Lcdt'. 'rr,'rltlor-s
, rrl)rLrfel ihtrf .nerries b., ihl irrrrr to fuiie rfreit
ttttrlli rn,.I incrcasc thcii owr. l lrtrr q'rs rro
qr clirr pr-izc rr Lrlttle thln rhc rlecitpitirtecl hercl oi
ihc cnrnlr. Thi: idc,t rrrs oitel rlepictecl tn Az-tcc
rrn.url dr'Jtings.

5o:rrc pt cscnL drv rnllgenorrs r;r'oups Lelleve that
ir,r;nil, is lujnerrhle l.r,<hoclis rnd rhrt thcr car qet,r
(lisr.rsr lo(,\r'n in Sprrnjsh rs ir rrr/o or..\prTrlo (frieht).
Fr rn thc .rirple rct of .r pelson snepl)xrg thcir pho
,-'r.l lr 'r ,.,rp*,r'I , l',,,.'n

fruse theln to losc their toral/r r\{o,lcrc rnrrliets are

flllcrl rith r lrricn' of herbrl rem€dies. lr.l locll
irc,rlcrs olier spilitnrl trertruerts tLl rarlo callecl
l:;z1r,r, lcleansurqs), lhich rre irrtended to brlng
ir,rcI thc Irst arr:" /1i.

-f ht /lrlr/li reDiinc(l lcr thc iorlt fci irlri cjrr's

irlier Lierth ilr irr rre pt to tetrieve r11 ofthe pieces

ci itscli or !-rrth. ILs joulncv rfic'r' de:rth llso con

srstccl of $:rndcring about collecting its sc'rtteled

|ortirr.s lt .rrs beliocd thirt ilte ritull btuntngl of
effii.tir's on thc .nnivcrsery of dearh for lirur- rears
ollcr ccl the cleceascd l er irnorher oppolturitl' for rhe
indiriclu:rl to attllct and recover ever more l;eg-
nents o[ t,tulli ieii on Earth. Sun'ivors of thc
drceusecl r.r'ele to lieep a p'.rrt of tlreir cleceasecl!
t,:t'tili trL Ll',c lessel thri ireld his or her- :rshes and the
locls olllir tiom birrh nnd dcrth.
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l i. i Sttttt: lr tttr,t ttt,t1 t t,tlt t:tI1'1tran\i.. t)t 1 l)t i-'otlc\
r\lerrrloz.r i|lLr,L r ll;, r Llr't

\t''hen ,r mrtch Lrrrrceir r Lrrrie rn.l.groour \tts
conLricleLl, the rl,rr'rt!,tttlttt c,)rrsrLiLcLl rhe s{rorirsrrei

ro s{ ihc r.i{l,lrrg clrrr'. \\trldLngs crruirl rrnlt, I)e Per '
iblne,.l cr grjoLl ,l.rr iiqrls l{cccl t.\rurl), i!lL-,lktr.
(Ozonrrr[). L.r,rc,rLlilc ti)Lp.rctli). E.rgle lQLr:rrrhilil.
rnd Housc tL.,r1lri. llrcst ,1,:rs ivcrc thougbt to br'

Luclt' rn,l pio!pii,,ir\. lL u,rr ihe IrltirLrLilrLiir!
icslNlrsibilir\r li),-aelllrr \rrtir illc soolirsl\-er. L(j ll1tke

r rl'. "t' l -.rr ., 'r r''rt.. ' . ' I

ijciolt r[rc,;,r', ri Lir. LLLjr ii.rgt'.1 \\.,-i!]LirS lii.rii tr r'l

p1,rirnt,i.ri t h,, 1rn,1tl' lrlr;r. f itp.rniionr lll rh,' ic':st

c,ruL,l irsr rnIr'r.,rirrr.riill tilret ,-lrlts. l irc lrtLLl. lti,i .r

lnrlr rn,1 rr,rrir.'i lr.i lrrri 'ihc ihe:r srt uerr rhir lir.1)lr

'r 
rhis c,l cle,L r LtL inri- .iirll ric tllels ,ri thc t'ourtg

L!rrr\ liLrliLi i.rinJ il) r)ftri lr.r l,lnce SLc rr'rs r,rl.l to

Le.tr,r,.:Ltildls[|"-;s ra,1 t,, L,t 11!r)!i r]o sLL1.1-]te. i1)

sperrli rttLl inii tl,i to rhc srLecPiir: lit.rthicr oi rrrr

cirier r',rr tit,,rrgir !iir,iiri,igrr!.
{)nrr: ih,: rirri!i.lgi !rrd l;eetr rrrr,tnge,l, the

Lrr'.rtcilnt.lkrr \ ,irrrtcs ilr,L rr,ri il.r5e lht $ed,lirLg ,,1

i.r,l:-
cl t,rrnili. rtLler ir \\ ()rlIiiL .ri1(l I irii,rq Linnl,ii iic,l Lli_I.

crrr!1r1g.r)ricirr! Lc,iit,:r ir, iirc 3rolrnlls i'.,rLLre '._L'.e

rrr,rrcirrn.ricr r'h,r .||ir,rLlrri tire nl:rIl!:r{: r'rlirrlrl

neri ro heL, worc l rLe\i Dr.urtlei bi:sirlt hirr l.r1' r n._..

loirrcloth. !'he iibt!tttlttltlui.:rcrin3 ,L: lrric:t r,ri rli.
teJdins ccremorrr, tietl tire irride\ l-,arprlti.rrr,1 iic
gt,roLrL! Dr.rntie logcther 1rl!d lcd thetr io Lhe ltll-
clr.rrtrber,,theie tlLer',.rorrlrl !rxl xncl t--rrf lor t,)u!
ilrrs unricr her gLLrrdirnship. Th" bride rnrl groorl
Lelr rhc bctlchrrnbcr onh' io qivc c,lfer-ings rt rhc
irmill',rltar rr.vicc rr Clrt noou xnd miclnight. .\r ri,:
cnd of dle firul thls, the corrplc corrLd co1lsllnllrr.rtc

their mrrrirge. In these clpacrtics, the rnatcirrr.tl.:el

.sr,rbli'hc.l hcr .igr,i6cltcc.

The &Aidwife

Nlidrives r"eie iesl)ccLc.1 \:, olreil r'ho suiretvis,:il
r1d :rssisrcd u \\ror.)n's prcgn1il,-f irld rlelilelr., rntl
p.rioflnc.l ihc ccrcrlloiliil r-iiulls rssrcirtecl 11rth

chii,lirrrrli. Azi.c socrc$ chei isired ihc:c l orrren lbr'
ihtrr crprrtisc rn tlcLiverin!l chil,llen l-.rriicui,rlt

-, , ,i., ' 
, i',,t 1 . , i

thc iLLrtltroise errplug 1 r'r rrl,'rrr,:4,1, t 1r ) shc l'orc.
iirlqrioisi- \\ il! ir stollt i-cjervcal tor ihe leneirl.'d

rrnrl potellul.

,.itttLn i. tietl, or tlnT)tttq!u) periirrmerl .rn e\tcirsirc
arrry ofduiirs. Shc oSerecl crI.ti(inrl st!pp..t rs $ell
irs nredic.rl rchice. Gircir tjrc,"ztec io' c oi sPccch rrrd
lilguisric cererrorrv, iirc mrll ite t1rlrcsse,i ihe Ireg
uiiili r1:31lttjt \1jth lrjr.! sleer:!rts ou hol, io Ir'oiecr
rlre Lrrrborr r hiiil- l hc mirlrrite irrsrnLctetl ih" 'r,rnrrn
n.'r'li .rr chd{ l:rit1r lcLlc\lir!!l .!1rrr1l, sirrct rhls 'ioul,l
flLr5c iir chilli ir) trJUll u iutlldl lrrl)tiLh irnrl .r iiL'rk

pr[[c, ]er\irg it Lrn,rirlc ir, lrr.,rsi ie::i! She lls,r
lrrneri ih.- l)rcqlllni \ronl.rlt rlcref !r bck xl rtd
oiriects, sincc rhis r',ould c,..r:sc .ht chii,l ll) l)e bor ll lil
ILre rrong posinorr..{rlvitc !1.rs n,)i irs.[i.i ior rlle
lrIl)ihei i](rL1t: t|):: llthcl. ro,r, rtL:cir.e11 lrlrnollioons
l1e shouirl not iook,rr phrntorls firl ii.ri th.il rlle child

" rrrld de, ei,rp he,r'L rlist.rs. .

'! \,: rrridlliic,riore u.r:rrgcd tht l'.orrsehol'l *hile
r',\oirlrlr lils frc!n.rllt. Silr piepirrcLl lrlrrli irilrl

ir)!L chrry-c ol rhc irouseltolrl cho|es. She:rLso ;rrc

l'.rr-.,1 brifis ftrI rhc IiertrrrnL,nu,nlrr, rn.l n'rssr'led
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chiLcl, Lrel farrrily rucnlLers g.rLicrcd arlun.l hcr anJ

pr.riseal hcr strenqth in enduling litigtt inal prin irr
the rrdrrous sepiurtlon of the "jerveied ltcckl'.lcc' or
"quetzal lerLher" (atlectionite nicknrmes for rhe

Lrervborn child) tiom her-rvomb. Tirev enterecl her-

rloniciLe v'ith rsh or1 ?rll prrrs of their botlies. espe-

ci:rll-v on their joints ,rnd knecs to prcvenl dtc ne\\'
born child from being leme. llven childlen in the

cr,rdle had thcir ioints:rshecl tbr the occasion. Fot

tbur clays, a 6re was kept constandJ' stoked; this svrr
holledrhen-w,lr I.li r'l,urrJnc' 111 \"zrqq.sq qr1.

A wonirn rvho clied in childbirth was revercd as 
'r

rvonan warrior. Her de,rth fbr such a noble ciuse

irL,rced her.rmong the deiliecl, rnd rlrher than rraveL

ing to the unclerlr.orld. she was carded lo lhe pal:rce

of the Suir, *her-e she lvas desiiltccL to becolre r god

dcss of the Cihurtteteo. The husblnd c:rrricLl his

rvrfe's corpse on his b.rcL< to the tetlple ol lhe

ihtlpipiltiit (princesses) ancl guarcled her bodv tirr
lbur clays befbre her bur-irl.at suDset. He, with the

help of his flrends rncl the midrvite, kept rvrtch firL'

rv,rrriors rvi-ro t'oukl potenri:rlly sterl hcr bod1. f)on-
siderecl sacted, the middle tinger ol'a de:rd g'onrrn's

" r lr.'rrl "r'' lror"j r r' Irrr l- k ror r^.rri, r'

Lrattle, irnd her stolen heir was thought to be r r cs

tige o{ diviniry Soldiers beLievecl th.rt il rhev pleccLl

the h'ril ol the finser ir rhcil shielcls, LheI wolrid ire

brrvc rnd rvoull b[nd thcir enernies (see ch:rpter 5)

\\rirlorvs couLcl cilhei lemiiu unlrllrrlecl or

L-erlarl1-. Shc coLrLcl. li-'i ctrLrpte, bccotlc I sec

onden.rvile to one of hcr husbnnd\ brothers, :rnrl ir
rvrs not rrnlcrotn lbr r $'iiiow to rnrr-r1'one oi ller

hrrsbrndl; shles'rn,.l ti,rkc lrim Lrer stel'ltd.
\l'hen u rr,o trn n[rrcc] j{J, het dornesric oblLgr^

i.ions cerscd. She bccrrn:re irn eLdel-iv rt orrrrlrr

rcspecled tor irer rrdvice irnd $'isJoLrr, ,rlLrr.vttl (r
makc Long speechcs, ,rntl rlLor.r'ecl r,r drinl puLquc

Lrndl iirebri.ted-

The Coufiesan

licrlio 6lr ol rhe Co,lt JIen,lo::a iLlustr',rLcs I rronrerr

stending rrcer-:r telpathcalli vorth. tnd tire glossing; of
the fblio implies hcl prr-rmiscurw She is plrillv
tlressed, rcflecrin.p. r con-rntoner status This illustr,r

rion clear-lv inrlicrtes r setu,rl relationship benr-cen

l ).) [nngc aJ ,ttt ,rttrt|rtfie i]rtu lt)'tttt) itt Dit.,a
Ri;Lttr's utunt/ rtt the Nurtttttl Pr/tt,t, ,\1tttn Ctty

tf eLn,rnLlo tionzilcz 1 (i,,,z,ilezt

^rrrr .r,,1 l..,r , r't , t.it tr

L eqllciLcss oI tJre lrrihcr'! st Long * rr rrirlg 1,,, his son rcr

I'r - .. li r' ." r ' ' r'r"-
S.rh,rgirr d,:seLrher rh!- c.)Liridittl I ttt;It]ti1tt.) ts a

,rtmrn iiriinr',rtcil rrith her ori'ir LrerLtt]' -1r:cordiirg
' r" i ','- f,,"1' ' r' \i'! irrio

;_,ci_lirr:rc. m.rkeup, irl)d orllrlr ittrcln, rld c.rltic,:1 .r

miiior- r'riih trri to chelli constriril\ h.t.)Lri)c:rnnc..
Crrsring inccnse .rr oun,-i her r: sht ttrlked' rhc

,rrrr,rarrrr, p|erelldccl Ar bo ior irrl. rtrvLng lncl rvinlinq

rr lr,rssersiI. Dtspiie htI rLlcrr u .irrposllron, she feli

io rifrt Lr,, hcr gr'.rd| ilpP.rlrililce rr,:1 lrscir'ioLts

beirrrior. rcci,r'rlirrg to thc Sp,rirrsh tiirrr' Intercst-
\,'.', 1 \:'u

.ti. ohicL, \'rlucd nro(icrilir)n ,rnd solenurirv the

Il,l , 'l rr, r" "rr"rrr
soci.rLl.v ,,,:cepied escirl)c i.r \'. ilnal r nloLi\',ltior lirr

rhe ,rrrlrrorrs lrlc ol tlrc urrtiors.
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lrcr hellr. r'e'rcilins rht \lrtilb 1or l'rlrlr' \\hcr: rr

\\Dmrn ilrst 1,.1.rt,t" 1,,"g,t",,t. she ll'rtiltrl lrlrr_i':lli

nith rire r;rirln'rie iltbt tcttitr:t'tlli: lr.r'e iirt rrri'!"i1"

r,cxtll sltoo!. lhc u onth to inspect ho., ihe i,rll hr'
' (l]t.r, Lht complicrtills of rhilrlbirrh. iht nrlrl

u,ife needccl to hrl'e i cornprehLllsi\ c lin()\ricclqe o{

nerlicinal hclhs illr.i srrlgicrl nlttlrorl5 ii'llcil ihc

prcgnirrl ri olllilll fexrc.l dclj|er\- ihc lrir[ii1t'grrc
ler tnt,tp,ttl) ii nlctlicirrll plrrrl) i(i clrrsc contrrc

tions. lf this Prcscripiion pr.rle.l irteiiccLilc ilrc

nrlcl$if! rrltrirlistele,1 : liqrlitl nl;rtL!r'c oi \111iej 
'nd

opossufi lNii (./lnq/4i:itt\ ta hLLrn' ronrIrrr:tions l his

rrri.rt urc br..;ug!rt rrn ;rbr,.tpt rlld clerl t r"lerr t rltlir crr

Ifthc chilrl ciiecl in the uonrl' dLrc tr,.olrirlrc:rtrons,

the midlite disrrlerubcled the fitrrs 'lntl rrtrirctcd

[ha rcnllli!]s
r\iicr rr rrotnrn succcssiirlh rltlircreci. tilc lnrrl

wifc gl\a .l long speech io trrrl ih' ]nfrrlt ol thc

,1..cr ,: .1 . r^r'' 'r' l l l r i I'

'r'. 1,1,.. ,,' , l',rl'r',1 1'r'o'r'r ll'
,rrrrl,r.,' r'u.\,,' ' il' ' '

chiltl.'Cutiing thc ombilical .r)rd rcr-luireLl Inore

rh. Urrl t Lq rl., t l 'll. t "r'lr ' 't
c .",t. ': ,.- , I r"r,uilr, . I , l' l

rhc,lrilo r-r ' q1'1. rr ' "r 'tt 1'l' r rt' :p4

urubilical in the lica; th arrd pll crl thrt the grr'1 grou'
-Lo bc r relented lr'ervcr'.lnd qifted cook: if Lhe chlld

\f:rs ! bor'. rhe miclu'ife pleccd thc tlried ulrbillcrl
coJ(1 on tllc t'rttleficltl :rn':l prrlrd th'rt drc votrng

bot gr'orr 1o L,c ; r'rli:rrl: lrlrl s'rcler<irrl n:rrrior'

P.r.,;,,g tc, ChrlchiLrhtlicte, tht r\rt'r qod(ies5 Lhc

rricinlie dech,:,rLcti Lhe chilLl Li, i Li 'ii' Trr'!'i', ltl!
the shrint of Chrhi.. tbis pr,rcti(1' 'r)ltinrlcs 

Pli

qr rnrs oiicn tr .rr t1 rr cii drsiirilrcs io hrrlq the rlilrL'il

icrl corcls oi thcir rrt'rhotls irs rrlJcnngs to {crtilin
...t.

!i:hj.h \t ir,.r sPr irtgs r)LIt oi the foots.

L-rufinq tltc ,t,tntjt,g tct-tir,,,nr'. rht Illirlu'ifc

rctetl ,rs pricsr rnrl ritLrrllr b,rthed dr'' r'hilti under

tht i'trlr rrrol nin! s surrlight. nrLiilg srrre i' brrhc

rhc chilrl 'rn r iorlnnirtc d,rr' li thc (llilLi lri5 b{rfil

on rlrl rrrl;! iLlilill.' rlrr'. it \\rs ihe nlld\\'ile's i es;-'|ll

sihl;tr i,, 1;cstl:,::lr tl'c lr:rtlriilg r'lrr-lrl ril'1 n i:rlills
.crcl .'llr. !i5t It: lrrrrrrtti lo r \\'rter i_itcs rlur-inq

lirch sie v,rrLl, rl ,rii orl s1:rr;i:: .irri lrrggll rlre

!,rals1ot\iit.ll ,)r.rr illt Ilci\ irllsnt ,\t'tcI thcse rlics'

u1,r. 
' 
r,u,t .n,l,j, , n shott':,:l out tllc rtcl' chll':i's cho

,",t tt"','.. ,,,,,1 r gt.ri ierr\l- ilcctrl clinq tl the finr

il., . rrcrirs. tollnr trl.

'T'he \4rife/l\4other

Th.: \zter i' inrittt IrrNl_! itli .r()lrrlri tlre rge of I 5 rrrri

\()r clinrrs rrs \or.rjlg ils l0 or 1l '\ztr:' socictr'

'\T l ' l r r. l"'
t, .rr' ,..,.'lt l'] ', I i"" i'

tenr rn s.tttrirlg_ rnrl ptriih'ilrg her !lonrc ofcvil sfir_

irs.-l-hr lrfels,iorl.-.ti. r,rle. horicler. dr(l rr()t ruirlic

hqr r sslonrl clrss ritlztr'r' Slrc r"'rs tit'll to Lhc cc':l
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