Lori Ann Levy-Holm

NEH Summer Institute for School Teachers, Oaxaca, 2015
Dig, Discover, Design: Using Mesoamerican Artifacts to Reveal the Continuity of Culture, Craft and History.
Using the science of archeology, students will unearth artifacts they will measure, analyze and chart as an introduction to unveiling the Zapotec culture of Oaxaca, Mexico. Students will assemble the artifacts and hypothesize about use, meaning and age of the pieces. This will done in groups of four.

Books and internet sources will be available for students to research their specific artifacts to either prove or disprove their theories.

From drawings sketched from their ‘finds’, students will incorporate part of a Zapotec creation myth as a design element into their ceramic pieces they will construct using a traditional hand building technique. This technique will be shared via videos showing Oaxacan potters and teacher will do a live demonstrate in class to allow for questions during the process.

Images from several ruins will be shown to broaden the students’ choices (e.g. Mitla’s geometric patterns for students who are more challenged with representing humans and animals).

The unit will conclude with an exhibit of the students’ work.  Students will design the invitation. The community and the school’s population will be invited to partake in the display while traditional foods prepared and served by the students and their parents will be provided.

Sources for student use:

http://www.famsi.org/zapotecwriting/zapotec_figures.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGSCdADBjpg
http://tanamatales.com/mitla-geometric-patterns-carved-in-stone/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/03/photogalleries/zapotec-missions/photo7.html
http://research.famsi.org/zapotec/zapotec.html
Day One

Essential Questions: Student Led Brainstorming 

· Group Discussion at table of 4 with a whole class share-out:
Question #1: How do we sort through different sources to learn about the past? What are different ways to validate or contradict your ideas?
What are the strategies or methods we can use to counteract the problems when using multiple sources? What methods have historians and archaeologists use to uncover the past? What are some strategies you and your archaeology team will implement? 

Question #2: How does new information alter our ideas and understanding of the past and/or present? 
Why is it important to keep in mind that our views and opinions can be transformed when presented with new information? 

· Each student will be asked to dump the contents of their backpack onto the table and answer the following questions silently: If your backpack was unearthed like a time capsule from a future civilization, what would an archeologist learn, think about and hypothesize about you and your generation and why?

· In table groups come up with an answer to the following question: Why are cultures studied, judged, and evaluated by the artifacts they leave behind?
Teacher Led Whole Group Discussion
· What do crime scene investigators and archeologists have in common?

· What do they both look for and why?

In this first phase of the unit, the students will be part crime scene investigative team, part ethno historians. In the final phase, students will be part craftsmen, part storytellers.

Handouts for measuring, charting and recording the artifacts:
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Parts of a Pot:

Lip or Rim

Neck

Shoulder

Belly

Base
Bins will be filled with soil and marked off in increments that match this chart. Students will use this chart to plot artifact shards they unearth. The dig will be ‘restored’ for the next class to discover.

ARTIFACT Location Plotting Chart        

TEAM MEMBER NAMES:           

Period #:

	A1
	A2
	A#

	B1
	B2
	B3

	C1
	C2
	C3


A key will be provided so that there is uniformity when students share information.

Key

 

- Pottery Shard

   -Artifact


    - Bone 
Students will be asked to select a job in each group:

Recorder- person responsible for marking the location of each piece extracted from the dig site.

Extractor- person who will carefully remove soil in the dig site.

Cataloger- person who will number each piece with masking tape to indicate the location of each artifact using the Artifact Location Chart above.

Inventory- Using the Diameter Chart (pictured above), this person will measure pieces to help guesstimate the size of the actual piece. Then this person will sort the pieces into groups if they hypothesize that more than one artifact is buried in the dig site.

DAY TWO

Students will be charged with the task of reconstructing their artifacts as a group. Earthquake putty will be given to assemble the pieces. Once they have assembled their finds, each student will draw a scale drawing on graph paper actual size. Students will independently come up with the following in a written document: the age, use of the piece, and a hypothesis about what the artifact ‘tells’ them about the people who used it.

Students will work in a group to share their ideas. Documents and reconstructed pieces will be shared and pondered. 

If time permits, students will then go to the computer and begin their research to prove or disprove their hypotheses.

Students need to document their sources by citing specific sites and write a conclusion that contains their original hypothesis, what information they found online, and how it compared, proved or disproved their original idea.

DAY THREE

STORYTELLING

Teacher will project images in a powerpoint and will have a students read a Zapotec creation myth from David Lemming’s Creation Myths of the World, Vol. 1, p. 293.

"According to Zapotec tradition, there was a creator who existed before creation. This creator made the work and imbued everything in it with pee (Mixtec yni) or the life force. Male and female manifestations of this creator made humans and animals separately. Cozaana, the Sun God, created the animals and Huichaana, the goddess of water, created the people and the fishes.

What stands out in this myth is the animistic element-the idea that the creator breathed the life force into everything that lives."

Comparisons will be instigated with other cultures’ creation myths.

· Talmud (written in Aramaic and Hebrew). Adam was initially created as a Golem when his dust was “kneaded into a shapeless husk.” Like Adam, all Golems are created from mud. Hebrew word Galmi; my Golem means “my unshaped form” or an unfinished human being before God’s eyes.

· https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golem#Earliest_stories
· POPOL VUH
Sacred Book of the Quiché Maya People http://www.criscenzo.com/jaguarsun/popolvuh.html 
An alternative is to show the myth via a YouTube link where the images from ancient pottery are animated: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMMo0-kEFis&list=PL5pw6d0501EFoxa7JzOOdb4HVRyBLC6c0
I have a picture book written in English by Victor Montejo entitled Popol Vuh that will be shared and read as well.

· Native American

http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/mitos_creacion/esp_mitoscreacion_14.htm
Students will begin the design process of selecting a specific vessel form. A scale drawing complete with design of a narrative part of the Zapotec myth must be included. These designs will be based on discussions on the myth as well as viewing handouts that have a variety of imagery which will included the designs found in the stone mosaics on the ruins of Mitla.

DAY FOUR

Video from the studios of former ceramists (taken from the NEH website) will serve as an introduction on how the two bowl system was used as an early potter’s wheel.  The video will be followed up with a teacher demonstration on how to construct a hand built vessel. http://whp.uoregon.edu/?page_id=1054
Using their drawings, the students will begin the construction of their own vessel using their scale drawings as reference. Teacher will provide two shallow bowls to make a primitive wheel for each student.

The goal for the first day is to construct a complete base upon which students will add to with each incremental day of construction.

DAYS FIVE AND SIX

Construction continues. Day six should be dedicated completing the vessel’s construction. 

DAYS SEVEN AND EIGHT

Students will either paint their narratives with colored slips or they will incise them into their pots. Burnishing technique will be introduced to students as an option for finishing their pots with a high sheen to areas that are not painted or incised.

Teacher will fire all pots and have students aid with the arrangement of a gallery.  Students will be asked to create an invitation that will be sent out the community (the local newspaper, the mayor, the city manager, the local businesses, the staff and students of the school).

An evening of a gallery celebration will be enjoyed with some traditional foods which will be prepared by parent volunteers, coordinated by the teacher and students. 

