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Objective: High school ceramics students will be introduced to Mexican Alebrijes and Naguals based on the Mayan 260 day calendar. The students will discuss the terms “folk art” and “tourist art” in order to evaluate the use of these words in American society as well as the students’ personal views on these terms. Visual examples in the form of videos, images, and actual artworks will be given to the students as they explore the process of Alebrije making. The student will view works from various cities in Oaxaca and use this knowledge to create their own creature in clay. Students may choose to create their nagual animal or another animal portraying desired traits. After viewing a video on traditional methods of creating paint and painting Alebrijes, the students will choose patterns to finish their own pieces.  

Content & Discussion Topics:

Folk Art, Tourist Art, and Fine Art

History of Alebrijes

Towns, Artists, & Materials 

Naguals & the Mayan Calendar
Natural Dye & Paint Making

Symbolism & Pattern

Movement & Form

Introductory Activities:

Marathon Writing:  In a marathon writing session students write continuously for a set time ranging from 1-3 minutes.  In this time students choose one prompt and continuously write whatever comes to mind. Students can change topics in stream of consciousness but they must continue writing. At the end of the allotted time, students pair up and read verbatim what they have written. This allows them to share their ideas as well as helps them develop literacy skills. With continued use, writing improves as students become more aware of their writing and of writing as a way to clearly communicate ideas. The class reconvenes as a group to share ideas and discuss the topic.  
· America is the great melting pot.  Is there a product that signifies something “American”?  

· A person in imaginary country Utopia creates a piece of work. Tourists love it and soon lots of people are making this thing. You are Utopian and many tourists think this is part of your culture and history. Does this bother you? Why or why not?

· Should traditional and cultural items for sale be changed to fit the tastes of tourists?

· How does space and context affect cost? Should it?

Personal Writing Prompts: On a worksheet, students individually complete these prompts.  These terms are then discussed as a group and new vocabulary can be shared by the teacher.
· Define these terms in your own words:

Fine Art:

Folk Art:

Crafts:

Traditional Art:

Tourist Art:

· Rank the categories from best to worst. How did you decide this?

· Rank the categories from which one you find the most interesting to the least. How did you decide this?

Discuss why we give these terms to each category. Who decides?

Activity:

· Introduce Alebrijes, artists, and 3 major towns. --Video of cutting, photos
· Pedro Linares, Manuel Jimenez, and Isidoro Cruz
· How did these artists shape the making of Alebrijes and their communities?

· Arrazola, San Martin Tilcajete, and Tejalpa Union
· Copal Wood, machete, carving tools & process
· Discuss Nahual, day signs, Mayan calendar, and animal forms. --Video, photos
· What is a day sign?

· Why 260 days?

· How is the calendar used in Mesoamerican culture?

· Students create animals

· Discuss poses and animal traits

· Complete preliminary sketches with notes

· Discuss patterns, color making process, and symbols. --Video, photos
· Natural dyes v. Acrylic

· Mesoamerican patterns and symbols

· Handout of symbols explanation
· Paint Alebrijes

· Brushes & techniques

· Self-Evaluation, reflection, and discussion

Self Evaluation:

1.  What will you remember most about Alebrijes?

2. How are the Alebrijes a reflection of Mesoamerican culture?

3. After completing this unit, what new thoughts do you have about art and art-making?

4. What is your Nagual?  What is its significance?

5. Did you choose to use this animal?  Why or why not?

6. How did you make your choices on patterns and colors for your animal?

7. Do you think the Alebrijes are a valid Mexican art form?  Why or why not?

Areas to Add:  Resources & Standards

