
Lesson Plan for 2011 NEH Summer Institute: “Becoming Me”

Becoming Me:
Using Children’s Literature set in Oaxaca, Mexico to Explore Identity and Personal Growth
“Wisdom lies neither in fixity nor in change, but in the dialectic between the two.”
Octavio Paz 
Mexican poet, writer, and diplomat
 Unit  Title:   Becoming Me
Unit Description:  This upper elementary inter-disciplinary unit explores the theme of personal growth and identity, especially relevant for 5th grade students as they begin to think about their transition to middle school.  Students will read about characters’ changes and document their own personal changes over time.  The setting of Oaxaca, Mexico and the characters bring to life the rich cultural heritage of southern Mexico.   Instructional techniques that increase the comprehension of English Language Learners are emphasized. 
Subject and Grade Level:  Reading, writing, social studies, and art, Grade 5
Time Required: 3-4 Weeks 
Content Objectives:   Students will:
· Learn general information about story setting  Oaxaca, Mexico and two of its major native groups 
· Read a personal narrative and be able to describe characters and their changes over time
· Write and publish a personal narrative reflecting changes they have experienced in their lives
· Learn about various forms of expression (art & writing) used in  pre-Hispanic and current times
· Learn techniques for creating personal timelines inspired by Mesoamerican codices and/or creating sculptures inspired by Oaxacan woodcarvings 
Language Objectives:  Students will:
· Talk and write about their past, present, and future using correct verb tenses
· Use language frames to make observations, predictions, and  speculations 
·  Understand and use  key vocabulary
Key Ideas/Driving Questions
· Individuals, communities and forms of expression change over time.
· What kind of changes can individuals and communities experience?
· What challenges do people face as they or their communities change?
· Why do writing and art forms change?
· Are changes to traditional ways of doing things good or bad?
· What is the impact of migration on cultural traditions?
Key Vocabulary:
	Spanish
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3

	casa
juguetes
machete
alebrijes
fiestas
mole (sauce)
zocalo
copal
	Innovative
traditional
identity
 to document/ a document
to record/ a record
transform
individuals
communities
	indigenous
time line
culture
heritage
	Oaxaca
Mesoamerica
Zapotec
Monte Alban
pictographic


·   Reading Procedures
Day 1:  Whole Group: Teacher Read aloud Dream Carver by Diana Cohn
· Introduce unit & build background knowledge
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· Introduce book and Set listening purpose
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· Read book.  Model reading comprehension strategies (e.g. visualizing) and “ELL” strategies (Tableau, Sentence Frames, & Think, Pair, Share)


(Photo of Tableau


or Sentence
Frames to go here.)
· Small group: Students work in small groups with at-level text to apply target strategy.
· Independent: Students read at independent level and apply target strategy. Complete reader’s response.
· Word Work Samples over the unit:
Day 1:
Make list of synonyms for vocabulary words “innovative” and “traditional”
Day 2:
Make list of related words for vocabulary words 
Day 3:
Make list of Spanish-English cognates, false cognates, and loan words
Day 4: 
Greek and Latin roots
· Day 2:  Revisit Dream Carver  by Diana Cohn
Focus- Inferring relationship between the main characters:  Mateo and Papa
· Class discussion with Sentence Frame scaffolding
How would you describe Mateo at the beginning of the story?

What can you infer is important to Mateo?

How would you describe Papa at the beginning of the story?

What can you infer is important to Papa?

What changes happened during the story?

Describe the relationship between Papa and Mateo? Evidence? 
· Students answer higher level questioning with Two Corners
Did Mateo disobey his Papa? Explain.


Is it better for people to keep traditions or change them? Explain.
· Teacher models how complete character analysis graphic organizer.
Days 3-10
Students will read texts at their instructional and/or independent reading levels (see Appendix __) and continue to analyze character’s actions.  Often students do not have an opportunity to apply reading strategies and skills on their own.   We have selected texts at various reading levels
Students reading at or above grade level:
· Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan
See http://naomileon.wikispaces.com/ for background information and lesson plans written by NEH Scholars from 2010.
Students reading below grade level:
· The Woman Who Outshone the Sun based on a poem by Zapotec poet Alejandro Cruz Martinez 
Grade Level Equivalent: 4.5/Guided Reading Level O
http://www.childrensbookpress.org/our-books/latino/woman-who-outshone-sunCruz Martinez
This is a Reciprocal Teaching lesson for a small group of 4-6 students.
Prediction
Direct students to read the tile and preview the cover and tile page.  Ask them to share their 
thoughts.
Introduction
This is a legend about Lucia Zenteno, a Zapotec woman from the southern Mexico state of Oaxaca.  She seems to be in touch with nature.  Let's read to find out what the town people think of her and why she is important.
Word Work on Multisylabic words
astonished
dignity
glorious 
mesquite
forgiveness
compassion
disappear
Background Knowledge (in progress)
Seasons: dry and rainy
Women in Isthmus of Tehuantepec: independent, matriarchy
1st Read - Reciprocal Teaching
Assign students to read 2 pages at a time and assign students to the roles of Predictor, Clarifer, Wonderer, and Summarizer.  See role cards for questions asked during the process.
Students will use the comprehension strategies of predicting, clarifying unknown or confusing words, sharing wonderings or thoughts, and summarizing to facilitate their understanding of the text.  The teacher will provide support as needed.
2nd Read - Independent Reading
Students will reread the book independently.  The teacher will guide students through a discussions of character traits (e.g. braveness, forgiveness) and/or theme or moral (Don't be afraid to be yourself; Treat people with kindness and respect).
Assign students to complete character analysis or moral worksheet from Florida Center for Reading Research.
Follow-Up Word Work
Latin roots
luc, lum, lus, lun = light
translucent, luminary, luster, luna (moon goddess)
Discuss what Lucia's name symbolizes.
· The First Rainbow, Rigby on Our Way to English: Leveled Reader, Grade 4 (Level O) 
 Students will respond to literacy discussion questions.
· Writing Procedures
· Students will plan personal narrative by write lists in the style of Naomi:  I was…  I am… I will be...
· Students will watch teacher model writing a personal narrative.
· Students will respond to prompts to create a personal narrative as a class.
· Student will create personal narrative on the theme of personal change.
· Student will present their work to selected audience.
  Students may choose presentation form including:

Personal timeline in style of codices to include past, present, and future identity (Add picture of codex)

PhotoStory of personal change/growth to include past, present, and future. (include link to photostory)

Powerpoint Presentation
· Social Studies Procedures
[TO BE DEVELOPED, MAY INCLUDE:]
 Students will make a whole-class KWL chart on what they know about Mexico. 
Students will individually add to KWL chart throughout unit by means of post-it-notes.
Students will research Oaxaca in groups through: Google Earth






Virtual Oaxaca






Interviews of experts (families, etc.)
Students will observe historical codices from Oaxaca and will speculate on meaning of images using Visual Thinking Strategies method.


[image: image1]Visual Art Procedures:
Students will create individual alebrijes using self-drying modeling clay and paint them combining traditional [image: image10.jpg]il
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and individual designs.

ELL Scaffolding
	Strategy
	Benefits
	More Information

	Pictorial Input Charts
	Visual
Chunks
Color-coded
Active
Close proximity
Student anchor
	http://teacheld.com/2011/05/a-pictorial-summary-of-developing-literacy-with-first-grade-english-language-learners/

	 
	
	http://elementaryschool80.wikispaces.com/Pictorial+Input+Chart

	
	
	http://ell.nwresd.org/sites/ell.nwresd.org/files/u6/Pictorial_Input_Chart.complete.pdf

	Sentence frames by proficiency level
	
	

	Tableaus
	
	

	Think, Pair, Share
	Think time
Rehearse response
Lower anxiety
	

	Front loading of key concepts, vocabulary, and grammar
	
	

	Cooperative group/pairs
	Hear fluent models
Lower anxiety
	

	Use of native language
	Build concept in native lang
	

	Alternative presentation methods
	
	

	Explicit vocabulary instruction including Tier 1 words
	
	


Primary: Grades K-2
Students will  listen to Dream Carver, by  ----------and Opposites and Alphabet by ______ in English and Spanish.
Students will create individual representations of imagined creatures with markers and paper.
Students will compile these into a class book, adding text to images.  Options include having photos taken of individual alebrijes and uploading photos to create the classbook with PhotoStory.  The class book could be an ABC book or a book of opposites in the style of ____.
Bibliography of Children´s Literature
NOTE: At this time we use the synopsis found on the publisher's websites.
Cohn, Diana. 2002. Dream Carver.  San Francisco: Chronicle Books.
Mateo and his father carve juguetes, small wooden animals his family sells at the fiestas in Oaxaca. But Mateo wants to carve much larger animals-goats as pink as bougainvillea with cactus-green speckles, and purple cats with corn-yellow spots. When he tells his father how he longs to bring these large animals to life, his father only scowls, but Mateo perseveres. Including an informative afterword on this vibrant Mexican art form, this colorful tale inspires readers of all ages to follow their passion.
Grade Level Equivalent: 4.7/Guided Reading Level: P
Cruz, Alejandro.  The Woman Who Outshone the Sun/La Mujer que Brillaba Aun Mas Que El Sol.  San Francisco: Children's Book Press.
There’s something different about Lucia, so the villagers treat her cruelly and force her to leave town. When the river follows her, the villagers realize their mistake.
Grade Level Equivalent: 4.5/Guided Reading Level: O
Muñoz Ryan, Pam.  Becoming Naomi Leon.  New York: Scholastic Press. 
Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw is a girl living with Gram, her great-grandmother, and Owen, her brother in an Airstream trailer, they call, “Baby Beluga.” They live in Lemon Tree, California at Avocado Acres Trailer Rancho. They are happy, going to their favorite places such as Spray n’ Play, a car wash-deli-playground. One day, Naomi and Owen’s mother, Skyla comes to visit and wants to take Naomi away to live with her and her boyfriend. Gram and her friends drive the children to Oaxaca, Mexico to try to find their father and buy them more time to find a way to keep the family together. This is a wonderful, timely story, filled with the emotions of a young girl, who finds out who she really is inside.
Grade Level Equivalent: 5.4/Guided Reading Level: Y
Beneath the Stone: A Mexican Zapotec Tale, by Bernald Wolf, not a folk tale but a photo essay of a family living in Teotitlan del Valle, whose name means “beneath the stone”
http://www.amazon.com/Beneath-Stone-Mexican-Zapotec-Tale/dp/0531086852 
The Eagle and the Rainbow: Timeless Tales of Mexico,  illustrated by Tomie dePaola, five tales featuring five different indigenous peoples of Mexico
http://www.amazon.com/Eagle-Rainbow-Timeless-Tales-Mexico/dp/1555917283/ref=pd_sim_b_1
Oaxacan Wood Carving: The Magic in the Trees, Shepard Barbash.   For teacher reference only.
Craft from the Past: The Aztecs, by Gillian Chapman, for the section on creating a codex book.
Como Leer un Codice, 


Florida Standards by Subject
Reading
·  LA.5.1.7.6: The student will identify themes or topics across a variety of fiction and nonfiction selections; 
· LA.5.2.1.2: The student will locate and analyze the elements of plot structure, including exposition, setting, character development, rising/falling action, problem/resolution, and theme in a variety of fiction; 
· LA.5.1.7.7: The student will compare and contrast elements in multiple texts;
Writing 
· LA.5.3.1.3: The student will prewrite by organizing ideas using strategies and tools (e.g., technology, graphic organizer, KWL chart, log). 
· LA.5.3.1.3: The student will prewrite by organizing ideas using strategies and tools (e.g., technology, graphic organizer, KWL chart, log).
· LA.5.3.5.1: The student will prepare writing using technology in a format appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g., manuscript, multimedia);L
· LA.5.3.5.3: The student will share the writing with the intended audience
Social Studies 
· SS.5.A.1.1 Use primary and historical sources to understand history.
· SS.5.A.2.1 Compare  cultural aspects of ancient American civilizations
Art 
· VA.5.F.1.1: Examine and experiment with traditional or non-traditional uses of media to apply imaginative techniques in two- and/or three-dimensional artworks. 
· VA.5.H.1.1: Examine historical and cultural influences that inspire artists and their work.
· VA.5.S.1.3: Create artworks to depict personal, cultural, and/or historical themes.
Common Core Standards
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to Language Standards
Knowledge of Language
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader listener interest, and style. 
b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., cause effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).
Reading Standards for Literature
Key Ideas and Details
· Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
· Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
Craft and Structure
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
· Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
· Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 
c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

Week 1:
Social Studies: Introduce Oaxaca/Mesoamerica KWL


Begin Research


Ongoing: Update research


Vocabulary:
Reading: Chapters 1-

Discussion questions:

Vocabulary:
Writing: Begin journal/list making. Introduce PhotoStory.
Art: Review Visual Thinking Strategies. Learn symbols of traditional painting motifs.  Vocabulary:
Week 2:
Social Studies: Codices. Use Visual Thinking Strategies.
Reading: Chapters  -
 
Discussion questions:

Vocabulary:
Writing: Continue journal/list making.  End of week -  select reflection form.
Art: Make alebrije form out of Model Magic. Vocabulary:
Week 3:
Social Studies: 
Reading: Chapters – 
Discussion questions:

Vocabulary:
Writing: Begin reflection project.
Art: Paint alebrije. Vocabulary:
Week 4:
Social Studies:
Reading: Read Chapters –

Discussion questions:

Vocabulary: 
Writing: Complete/present reflection project.
Art: Vocabulary:
“Wisdom lies neither in fixity nor in change, but in the dialectic between the two.” Anand_Singh · Octavio Paz quotes (Mexican poet, writer, and diplomat, ...
 “The wise man questions the wisdom of others because he questions his own, the foolish man, because it is different from his own .Leo Stein 
“Love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the loved person's ultimate good as far as it can be obtained”
C.S. Lewis quotes 
· “All our knowledge has its origins in our perceptions.”
· [image: image2.png]


 Leonardo da Vinci quotes 
Exert your talents, and distinguish yourself, and don't think of retiring from the world, until the world will be sorry that you retire.
· Samuel Johnson
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More Content Inquiry Strategies

Have the children tell if they would like to pursue developing any of the talents
described in the literature. Have them write about what they would have to do to
develop the talent and share their writing

Have the children tell if they know people outside of their families who have
special talents and tell or write about them. Share the writing

3. Have a local artist/dancer/performer visit the classroom and tell of his/her talent.
Have the children interview the person and write an article about him/her.

4. Have the students scan newspapers and magazines to find articles about people
who have special talents.

5. Have the class visit a local museum or art gallery and discuss the talents observed

6. Have the children ask their parents what they know about Jim Thorpe and/or
Maria Tallchief. Report to the class.

7. Have the children learn that the stories about Jim Thorpe, Wilma Rudolph and
Helen Cordero are biographies and that Tallchief by Maria Tallchief is an
autobiography.

8. Have the students do searches on the internet to see if they can find more
information on the topics presented in the Indian literature.

9. Have the class develop a register of the various talents of the children. Send it
home to parents and put it in the school newsletter.

10. Have the children present a talent night for their parents

In beauty [ walk
With beauty before me, I walk.

With beauty behind me, T walk. In the appreciation of beauty, the American
With beauty below me, T walk, Indian stands alone.
With beauty above me, T walk - Ohiyesa, Charles Eastman, Dakota

With beauty all around me, I walk.
Itis finished in beauty.
Itis finished in beauty.

- Navajo





Other Ideas:
Navajo poem would be great for interpretive dance.  Add gestures to demonstrate prepositions of location.  Have Mrs. Jackson’s dance troupe perform at step-up day.
Readers Theater or Puppet show based  on Dream Carver
Talk with Katie Adams and art teacher about creating shadow puppet show.
Can you adapt a contemporary book? Or just legends/myths.
Narrator
Boy
Dad
Mom
Daughter
Animals
Villagers
Narrator:  Once, in a neighboring land, deep in the country of Mexico lived [image: image4.png]



 “Over the next two weeks you will be reading and hearing about stories that are set in an area of southern Mexico called Oaxaca.  Before I start reading I will draw and label some things that will help you understand these stories better.  We call these drawings Pictorial Input Charts.  As I read today, I’m also going to be stopping in a few places to give you time to do some thinking and sharing with the class.”


Alternative:  KWL chart








“We will start the lesson with a picture book by Diana Cohn, beautifully illustrated by Amy Cordova.  We’ve learned that making mental images can help our understanding.  As I read, pay special attention to the story’s setting and to any mental pictures you are making.”  





p.  4	Mental images of the setting


p. 	Tableau


p. 	Tableau


p. 12	Think, Pair, Share with Sentence Frames


Display the words innovative and traditional on the board.


“Have you ever wanted to do something in an innovative way?   How did other people feel about that?”





Identity and peronal change





Reading





Art





Writing





Social Studies





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]








