
04 Good Fire 
Native American Forest Practices Challenge
(see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTsxJJf5QQs)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Time: 45 minutes
Procedure:

· Instructor: Read “To Manage Wildfire, California Looks To What Tribes Have Known All Along.”: https://www.npr.org/2020/08/24/899422710/to-manage-wildfire-california-looks-to-what-tribes-have-known-all-along

· Before watching the Challenge video with the class, ask students to think about exactly what an “Indigenous Fire Practitioner” does. Explain that they use “Prescribed Fire” in a very careful way to change the landscape.
· Conduct a “KW – L”; ask students what they think “prescribed fire” is, and record questions they have.
· As students watch the Challenge video, provide an opportunity for them to record descriptions of what they see, hear, and feel. (Ask them if they can describe what they smell and taste, too!) They may take notes, make sketches, or both.

· After watching the video, conduct a classroom discussion. Consult student “KW” questions. Some discussion questions might include:
· What happened settlement changes over the last 150 years that led to the current condition of the western landscape? What role has colonization played?  (And what is colonization, if necessary.)
· What is a “Catastrophic Fire.” and what does it do?
· How can the work of Indigenous Fire Practitioners improve the health of a place?
· What does it mean to “connect with the land”?
· When the discussion wraps up, ask students to share what they have learned. Offer them a variety of options based on instructor understandings of student learning styles. 

Concepts to know and understand:
· Colonization
· Practitioner
· Indigenous
· Land steward
· Prescribed Fire
· Fire Suppression



Standards from the National Museum of the American Indian’s “Native Knowledge 360” Framework for Essential Understandings About American Indians (https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/about/understandings)

· American Indian Cultures:
· For millennia, American Indians have shaped and been shaped by their culture and environment. Elders in each generation teach the next generation their values, traditions, and beliefs through their own tribal languages, social practices, arts, music, ceremonies, and customs.
· American Indian cultures have always been dynamic and changing.
· Interactions with Europeans and Americans brought accelerated and often devastating changes to American Indian cultures.
· Native People continue to fight to maintain the integrity and viability of indigenous societies. 
· Time, Continuity, and Change:
· Hearing and understanding American Indian history from Indian perspectives provides an important point of view to the discussion of history and cultures of the Americas.
· People, Places, and Environments:
· The story of American Indians in the Western Hemisphere is intricately intertwined with places and environments. Native knowledge systems resulted from long-term occupation of tribal homelands, and observation and interaction with places. American Indians understood and valued the relationship between local environments and cultural traditions, and recognized that human beings are part of the environment. 
· Long before their contact with Europeans, indigenous people populated the Americas and were successful stewards and managers of the land, from the Arctic Circle to Tierra del Fuego. European contact resulted in exposure to Old World diseases, displacement, and wars, devastating the underlying foundations of American Indian societies.
· The imposition of international, state, reservation, and other borders on Native lands changed relationships between people and their environments, affected how people lived, and sometimes isolated tribal citizens and family members from one another.


For additional information, watch/listen to: “California Looks to What Tribes Have Known All Along”: https://www.npr.org/2020/08/24/899422710/to-manage-wildfire-california-looks-to-what-tribes-have-known-all-along
