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Abstract: 
Mataguayan (also known as Matacoan or Mataco) is a Southern 
Amerindian family comprising four languages: Chorote (or Manjui), 
Nivacle (or Chulupi or Ashluslay), Maka and Wichi (or Mataco).  This 
language family displays a general uniformity with respect to word-
formation processes. Mataguayan languages use derivation, 
composition, and lexical noun incorporation to form new lexical items. 
Nivacle and Wichi also use onomatopoeia to create ideophones 
referring, basically, to some intransitive activity verbs and birds. In 
terms of productivity, derivation ranks first, fol-lowed by composition 
and then incorporation, and much less productive, onomatopoeia. 
Looking into the Wichi vocabulary, the distribution of these word-
formation processes is unequal depending on word-classes and some 
semantic fields. For example, verbs tend to be created by derivation 
rather than compounding, whereas derivation and compounding are 
proportionally balanced in nouns. Borrowing is much more frequent in 
nouns than verbs, and non-existent in adverbs, and onomatopoeia is 
practically reserved for bird-related nouns. Noun incorporation is used 
solely for verbs. From a semantic point of view, derivation ranks first in 
the field of Botany, in nouns referring to patient and action (appearing as 
nominalizations), in events and states verbal roots referring either to 
location, direction and orientation, or to the shape of the core argument, 
and in people-names. And, compounding is always second compared to 
derivation. When the tendency is in favour of derivation, a set of 
suffixes used for this semantic field and in this word-class are found. 
Since the development of these derivational paradigms is also found in 
the other Mataguayan languages, it is expected that they show similar 
tendencies that Wichi. Additionally, it is a hypothesis that the 
development of derivational paradigms (Van Marle 1985, Horecký et al. 



1989, Furdík 2004, Booij 1997, 2008, Pounder 2000, Štekauer 2014) 
contributes to the lexical connections (Bybee 1988) and that this would 
explain why in some areas of the lexicon derivation is more preferred 
than other word-formation processes.	


