
HIST 309, Spring 2017 
Essay #1, due April 25, 2017 before noon 
 
Choose one of the following. Your essay should be 4 pages long, double-spaced. Please don’t 
forget to include your name. 
 

1. Compare the essays you have read by Jane Addams and Emma Goldman. What 
arguments does each writer make in favor of enfranchising women? What does each 
think will happen when women are granted the right to vote? How does each envision the 
meaning of freedom for women and greater equality between women and men? What are 
the most important similarities and differences between Addams and Goldman? Do you 
consider them both feminists? 
 

2. In “Southern Horrors,” Ida B. Wells writes, “Nobody in this section of the country 
believes the old thread-bare lie that Negro men rape white women.” What evidence does 
Wells present to support this statement? How are Victorian conceptions of womanhood 
utilized by Wells to attack lynching and by her opponents to defend it? 
 

3. In “The Subjective Value of a Social Settlement,” Jane Addams calls Hull House as “an 
attempt to add the social dimension to democracy.” She also explains why many young, 
well-educated Americans—especially women—were attracted to settlement work. What 
is her explanation? To what extent does Addams’ analysis of settlement activism depend 
on the specific feminine responsibilities she describes in “Why Women Should Vote”? 
 

4. Ida B. Wells and Jane Addams both advocate for marginalized populations. Compare 
their appeals for public support. What audience is each writer trying to reach? What is 
each one’s primary mode of persuasion? Do they draw upon similar themes? How do you 
think their backgrounds affect their perspectives? 
 

No matter which essay you select, read the documents carefully, use specific extracts and 
examples to illustrate your points, and proofread. 

Guidelines 

Here are three questions to keep in mind as you write because we will keep them in mind as we 
read. 
• Are you addressing the questions and/or comparison completely? (Can you identify the 
authors’ perspectives and claims accurately?) 
• Are you addressing the questions and/or comparison persuasively? (Do you formulate an 
argument and offer concrete evidence to support it? Is your essay organized in a way that is easy 
for the reader to understand and follow?) 
• Are you addressing the questions and/or comparison clearly? (Are your grammar, punctuation, 
and spelling free of errors? Is your word choice as effective as possible? Is your sentence 
construction smooth?) 



Grading Rubric 

• A-range papers: These papers will be complete, persuasive, and clear. They will address 
all the issues raised in the prompt above; they will not leave out any significant elements. 
They will back up arguments with evidence. And they will be well written. 

• B-range papers: We will be able to answer two out of the three questions above 
affirmatively. The essay may, for example, leave out one critical element. Its arguments 
will be persuasive but not complete and the essay will be well written. Or the essay may 
be complete and persuasive, but the writing may have some problems. 

• C-range papers: We will be able to answer at least one of the questions above 
affirmatively. The essay may address the prompt completely, but lack evidence and 
clarity. Or the essay may not be complete or well written, but offer concrete examples. 

• D-range papers and below: We will not be able to answer any of the questions above in 
the affirmative. Essays will be incomplete, lacking in evidence, and poorly written. 

 
 


