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The following thres examples sre from {he experiences of a day
school foxr schizophrenic children:
Leonard:

Leonard is compulsively precccupied with lights,
svitches, strings and electric fans. Vhen these stimuli
are near he menifests intensc hyperactivity, discrgane-
ized hehavior patterns and a borderline state of panic.

For several wmonths he refused to participate in any acti-
vity for more than & few minutes at & time. Whole days
were punctuated with wncontrollable outbursts of asggression
and subseguent anxiety.

When he wag not disabled by hils obsessions, ILeonard
revealed a highly intelligent personality and a good
- learning potentisl, Since he was quite verbal and keenly
avare of his enviromment, it was felt that he was ready
to learn to read, Like most schizophrenic children, he
wvas tremendouvsly threatened by any new learning situation,

Ingtead of waiting for his conflict to be worked

throvgh, it was decided to utilize Leonard's pathology .

in the lemrning sitnation. Ieonerd started learning
words through picture associations -- bub only words
ﬂmth&iﬁmﬁalm%mﬁ@ibrhmu-1%&% string, fan,
perachuie, etc. After these words became part of his
vorking vocabulary, he accepted the idea of learning
enough to bhe abls to meke a sentence.

Slowly neutral vords such as “cup", "ball", "house",
"tree”, etc., were introduced. Former anxiety was mobil-
ized for a short time every morning into excitement over
mogtoring a nev skill, Compulsivity was directed into
printing a list of words every day.

Leonard has a definite reading period every morming

which gives new structure to his day end to which he reacts
with great enthusissm and interest.

Karens
For a long time Karen resisted all efforts at academic
work. ©She wented to be a baeby, she sald, and preferred to

spend much of her day at school with the very young children.

Karen loved to eat and she went dowm to the kitchen
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every morning to find out "What's for lunch?'. This
interest in focd was exploited and Xsren was soon
eager to help make =znd print the dayl!s menu. Play.
ing around with the words in menus and recipes wes
the beginning of reading readicess., Within a year

- ghe vas reading on the Lth grade level.

Karen's interest in scissors, paste and orayons
and her love of color were used to get her interested
in erithmetic. One day, while her teacher snd another
pupll were making mmltlplication flash cards, Kaven
agked if she could moke soms with her scissors, crayons
and colored paper. Interest in muliiplication bezan.
Flagh cexds, in addition, sublraction and multiplica-
tion followed. )

Shelyy:

Shelly clings to hls teacher for protection and
support whenever he ig fsced with an uwnfamilier or
threatening sitvetion. He 13 extremely fesrful of
any nev academic experience, convinced that 1t will -
be too difficult for him. Trial end error learning
is vejected by Shelly because he camnot accept the

frightening poseibility of failure.

Shelly's dally ritval of scademic work and homew-
work must have sufficient gsmeness in it to make him
comfortable. He mugt always sit in the same chalr, to
Tthe left of hig teacher, and with his ever-present shoe-
lace that he Jigples In hip hand. Hisg previous day's
homework mvust always be checked before his lessons can
stert. "I don't enjoy this,” “I'm bothered,” end other
distress slgnals end reactions follow the introduction
of enything new. Slowly, cautiously, gradually, with
Proper dosage and tiwing, new meterials and routines he-
come part of the femillar, lose their threal and are
acceptad,




