
 
ANTH 340:  FUNDAMENTALS OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

 
William S. Ayres       University of Oregon 
Class Mtgs:  MW 08:30-9:50, 204 CON           Fall 2010 
Office Hrs:   T 14:00-15:00, 273 CON        CRN 16368 

Texts/Readings: 

Ayres, William S.  2010 Archaeological Analysis.  Materials on Blackboard/handout. 

Renfrew, Colin, and Paul Bahn.  2008 Archaeology:  Theories, Methods and Practice. 5th 
ed.     

 
Content:  
 
 This class is an advanced introduction to archaeology and is concerned with 
methods of doing archaeology, both in the field and in the laboratory, and the ideas used 
by archaeologists to interpret the past.  It builds on and complements ANTH 150, World 
Archaeology, which is a prerequisite course (you may use a substitute class) repre-
senting an overview of the human past from what we know of prehistoric archaeology.  
This class is appropriate for you if you have a special interest in archaeology or if you 
intend to pursue an archaeological emphasis within the anthropology major.  You can 
consult with me about specific archaeological topics, methods, and research projects. 
 
 Examples of archaeological field and laboratory research presented in the text 
come from areas around the world.  Additional specific case studies developed in class 
include ones from the Pacific Islands, Southeast Asia, France, Africa, Taiwan, the US 
Southwest, and the Willamette Valley. 
 
Grading and Assignments: 
 
 Attendance and participation are important (5%).  To receive the full credit for 
participation, you must attend and be active participants in the classroom.  Regardless of 
the excused or unexcused nature of an absence, you will be responsible for all material 
presented during that class period.  Two quizzes (approximately 20%) and a midterm 
(30%) and final exam (30%) cover the material with objective and essay question formats.  
 
 A significant portion of this class focuses on laboratory methods and on doing a 
series of lab assignments, including basic typological study of lithic artifacts, use-wear 
analysis of tools, and comparative examination of pottery and other archaeological 
collections (15%).  These projects will be made available on Blackboard and in class; 
assignments are to be handed in at the beginning of the class period on the due date. 
 
 There will be no make-ups for any assignments.  An exception may be possible if: 
a) arrangements are made prior to the due date (by phone or direct contact with me), and; 
b) some sort of specific written excuse, such as medical, is provided.  I will try to 
accommodate you in emergency situations, but it is necessary for students to inform me 
well before a scheduled due date.  I encourage you to meet with me and discuss any 
concerns or questions you have concerning grades or other aspects of the class.   
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Reading and Schedule: 340, Fall 2010 
 
WEEK/CLASS   TOPIC 
 
Week 1.   26 Sept  (week beginning; MW classes)------------------------------------------- 
27 Sep Introduction 
29 Sep Early thinking about archaeology and the past 
  Week 1 reading:  Arch, pp. 12-19 (Intro); pp. 19-29 (Chpt 1, partial). 
 
Week 2.   03 Oct  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
04 Oct The archaeology record and its composition 
06 Oct  General Anthropological Comparisons: 
  Week 2 reading:  Arch, pp. 29-50 (Chpt 1, cont.) and pp. 51-72  
  (Chpt 2). 
 
Week 3.   10 Oct  ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
11 Oct  Where do we find archaeological evidence?  Quiz 1. 
13 Oct   Where do we find archaeological evidence:  Case Studies 
  Week 3 reading:  Arch, pp. 73-120 (Chpt 3). 
 
Week 4.   17 Oct ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
18 Oct  Dating and chronometric perspectives. 
20 Oct  Dating case studies. 
  Week 4 reading:  Arch, pp. 121-174 (Chpt 4). 
 
Week 5.   24 Oct ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
25 Oct  Social organization as known archaeologically 
27 Oct  Social organization:  Case studies. 
  Week 5 reading:  Arch, pp. 177-230 (Chpt 5). 
 
Week 6.   31 Oct ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
01 Nov Midterm Exam 
03 Nov Archaeology overview of basics. 
   
Week 7.   7 Nov ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
08 Nov Environmental data 
10 Nov Subsistence:  Case Studies 
   Week 7 reading:  Arch, pp. 231-274 (Chpt 6); pp. 275-316 (Chpt 7). 
 
Week 8.   14 Nov ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
15 Nov Early technology.   
17 Nov  Inter-cultural contact.  Quiz 2. 
  Week 8 reading:  Arch, pp. 317-356 (Chpt 8); pp. 357-390 (Chpt 9). 
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Week 9.   21 Nov ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
22 Nov The archaeology of human cognition. 
24 Nov Identity and cultural concepts 
  Week 9 reading:  Arch, pp. 393-428 (Chpt 10); pp. 429-468 (Chpt  
  11).  [note: 25 Nov begins Thanksgiving Holiday] 
 
Week 10.  28 Nov ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
29 Nov Summary and Conclusions: The Future of the Past 
01 Dec Last Class   
 Week 10 reading:  Arch, pp. 469-502 (Chpt 12); pp. 545-577 (Chpt 

14). 
 
Final exam:  10:15 Tuesday, December 7 


