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Session 7, Part II, Focus on Reading

Creating a Resource-Rich Classroom

Step 1, Overview

To develop language competence, students benefit from being exposed to as many resources as possible in the target language. The focus for Part II is on creating a "resource-rich" classroom that supports the development of literacy skills in English. This session looks at more ideas for obtaining low cost reading materials and building collections of reading materials. This, combined with techniques such as Silent Sustained Reading (SSR)" or "Drop Everything and Read (DEAR)" and "Readers Theater" can help create a reading-rich environment that supports English language literacy development.

Step 2, Activity
“Show and Tell” sharing and demonstration of:

· Topics for the Part II project (themes from your texts and/or curriculum).

· Items for the “swap” or exchange today.

Step 3, Demonstration

1. Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) 
http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/curr038.shtml 
From Education World: Some people call it Sustained Silent Reading, or SSR for short. Others call it recreational reading or independent reading. Some have clever acronyms for it, such as DIRT (Daily Independent Reading Time) or DEAR (Drop Everything and Read). Whatever it's called, teachers set aside a block of time each day--usually anywhere from ten to thirty minutes, depending on the grade level and the ability of the students--for quiet reading.

Drop Everything and Read (DEAR)
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view_printer_friendly.asp?id=55 
An overview of how the DEAR process works in class plus a sample 
Reading Portfolio Form [PDF format]:
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson55/RWT061-2.PDF 

2.  Book Discussion Groups and Literature Circles
http://www.sedl.org/afterschool/toolkits/literacy/ 
"Toolkits" from the National Partnership for Quality Afterschool Learning with an overview, sample lessons, and video. Also see "Story and Literature Dramatizations" and "Writing" ideas on the same site.

3. Readers Theater
http://www.readinga-z.com/newfiles/strat/theater_strat.html Reader’s Theater is minimal theater in support of literature and reading. There are many styles of reader’s theater, but nearly all share these features:

      • Narration serves as the framework of dramatic presentation.

      • Scripts are used openly in performance (no full memorization).

      • No full stage sets. If used at all, sets are simple and suggestive.

      • No full costumes. If used at all, costumes are partial and suggestive.

For additional tips, see: 
Story and Literature Dramatizations (from resource #2 above)
http://www.sedl.org/afterschool/toolkits/literacy/

RT Tips, A Guide to Reader’s Theater
http://www.aaronshep.com/rt/Tips.html 

Readers Theater for Bilingual/ESL Students
http://litsite.alaska.edu/workbooks/readtheater.html  
For sample scripts (you don't have to buy the books, you can get free scripts online), see:
Aaron Shepard's Reader's Theater Editions 
http://www.aaronshep.com/rt/RTE.html 
For a directory of additional resources, see:
Literacy Connections, Readers' Theater

http://www.literacyconnections.com/ReadersTheater.php 

If you would like to receive regular email newsletters on this topic, sign up at:
Readers Theatre Digest
http://www.readerstheatredigest.com/ 
4. Authentic Materials
http://oelp.uoregon.edu/teach_authentic.html 
A web guide for ESOL educators on ideas for finding and using authentic materials, including free readings.

Step 4, “Homework”

Gather up as many materials as you can find and bring samples to the next session.

Bring multiple sets of materials if you would like to participate in a materials “swap” or exchange. 
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