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Session 6, Introduction to Part II

Creating a Resource-Rich Classroom

Step 1, Overview

To develop language competence, students benefit from being exposed to as many resources as possible in the target language. The focus for Part II is on creating a "resource-rich" classroom that supports the development of literacy skills in English. 

Step 2, Activity
Make a list (inventory) of all materials in English that you currently have in your class(es). These may be items such as books, dictionaries, posters, audio tapes...what else?

Step 3, Demonstration

With imagination and planning, you can build up sets of resources that allow your students more opportunities to  read and write in English. Resources may be in the form of:

· Authentic materials or realia.

· ESL/EFL materials.

· Student-generated materials.

Sample theme "World Exploration" could include: 

· Identifying cities and places from newspapers and marking them on a large wall map for "world explorations." 
See printable maps: http://www.theodora.com/maps/new4/ 

· Reading fiction and nonfiction stories and articles about these places. See… Folklore and Mythology: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html 
World Mysteries: http://www.world-mysteries.com/mpl.htm 
World News: http://www.google.com/news?topic=w&promo=houseads 
Catalogs: http://catalogs.google.com/ 

· Creative writing activities related to the places under exploration. 
See Headline Poems: http://www.uoregon.edu/~leslieob/headlines.html 

· Making timelines (graphs) for current events or historical events that occurred in these places.
See Timelines: http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson044.shtml 

· Creating thematic collages with images that represent the location. 
See collage examples: http://www.ex.ac.uk/~damyhill/collages.htm 

· Listening to and singing songs that are related to people, things, or features about these places.
See Mama Lisa's World: http://www.mamalisa.com/world/atoz.html 


· Graphing the daily temperature on wall board or bulletin board.
See Weather Watchers: http://www.itdc.k12.ca.us/curriculum/weather.html 


· "Imagine I am..." first person diary journals that describe typical activities that a person from this part of the world would do on that day and under those weather conditions.
See Ancient Greece, Egypt and Rome: 
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/02/lp276-02.shtml 
Step 4, Activity

Brainstorm with others in your group, and make a second list of materials in English that you can find in your community. Also note the places where you can find them (hotels, restaurants, tourist information centers, businesses, etc.). These may be items such as newspapers, magazines, brochures, menus, old phone books...what else?
Step 5, “Homework”

Gather up as many materials as you can find and bring samples to the next session.

Bring multiple sets of materials if you would like to participate in a materials “swap” or exchange. 

Also bring your class text or syllabus to the next session. Choose 1-3 possible themes from your curriculum or text that you can use to create a "resource-rich" class module as project for these five sessions.
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