Ground Rules: 1st Draft

I'd like to suggest some ground rules (basic, agreed-upon ideas) for our discussions. Please do comment on these with whether you agree or disagree, and if you have suggestions for changes or additions. I would like us to come to consensus about these. 

Please post your comments here rather than emailing them to me - this is a group discussion and decision.

Ground Rules: 1st Draft

1. All comments should be respectful. We can and should disagree with ideas, not people. This discussion group should feel safe for everyone.

2. All comments should be clearly and directly related to the discussion topic. 

3. Comments should look professional. Consider spelling and grammar (we're English teachers, after all), write in full words rather than chat-speak, and don't use all capital letters. (Remember that you can click Edit to edit your own message.)

4. Focus on ideas. It's good to cite sources and experience to support an idea, but not everything needs to be researched. If you share something useful that you have found, include the URL so that others can also read the full article.

5. When you respond to someone else's idea (a very good thing), make sure you mention the person's name and repeat enough of their idea that everyone is clear about what is being discussed.

6. Remember that our goal is to help each other. I'm learning from all of you as well, so helping is a multi-way street. We have about 25 wonderful teachers in this group, so there's a lot of expertise here!

Do you agree with these as ground rules? Do you have suggestions for changes or additions? Please share your thoughts. Let's have a final decision by Sunday morning Iraq time. This is your chance to have your say (to the whole group, not to me personally, please).

