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We will use the famous story and video of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet as a content example during this session. For the activities and your own classroom, you can use this movie or choose any popular movie or topic that you like.

Introductory “Surprise” Activity

Topic One:  Review and application of Bloom’s Cognitive Taxonomy

· Knowledge – define, list, tell, describe, label

· Comprehension – explain, give examples, summarize, paraphrase, describe

· Application – calculate, illustrate, classify

· Analysis – compare, contrast, infer, analyze

· Synthesis – substitute, what if?, reconstruct, design, invent

· Evaluation – judge, recommend, convince, defend

Topic One:  Objectives of a Lesson Plan – Analysis using Bloom’s Taxonomy

Students will:  

· Retell the story in their own words – Comprehension

· Compare and contrast the two main characters’ personalities – Analysis

· Discuss and evaluate the characters’ motivation - Evaluation

Topic Two:  Instructional Strategies, 35 Dimensions of Critical Thought

· Affective Strategies

· Cognitive Strategies – Macro-Abilities

· Cognitive Strategies – Micro-Abilities

Topic Two:  Affective Strategies

S-1 thinking independently 

S-2 developing insight into egocentricity or sociocentricity 

S-3 exercising fair-mindedness 

S-4 exploring thoughts underlying feelings and feelings underlying thoughts 

S-5 developing intellectual humility and suspending judgment 

S-6 developing intellectual courage 

S-7 developing intellectual good faith or integrity 

S-8 developing intellectual perseverance 

S-9 developing confidence in reason 

Topic Two:  Cognitive Strategies, Macro-Abilities
S-10 refining generalizations and avoiding oversimplifications 

S-11 comparing analogous situations: transferring insights to new contexts 

S-12 developing one's perspective: creating or exploring beliefs, arguments, or theories 

S-13 clarifying issues, conclusions, or beliefs 

S-14 clarifying and analyzing the meanings of words or phrases 

S-15 developing criteria for evaluation: clarifying values and standards 

S-16 evaluating the credibility of sources of information 

S-17 questioning deeply: raising and pursuing root or significant questions 

S-18 analyzing or evaluating arguments, interpretations, beliefs, or theories 

S-19 generating or assessing solutions 

S-20 analyzing or evaluating actions or policies 

S-21 reading critically: clarifying or critiquing texts 

S-22 listening critically: the art of silent dialogue 

S-23 making interdisciplinary connections 

S-24 practicing Socratic discussion: clarifying and questioning beliefs, theories, or perspectives 

S-25 reasoning dialogically: comparing perspectives, interpretations, or theories 

S-26 reasoning dialectically: evaluating perspectives, interpretations, or theories 

Topic Two:  Cognitive Instructional Strategies, Macro Abilities:  Example 1.

S –15 developing criteria for evaluation:  clarifying values and standards

· What would you have done?

· How did the characters feel?  Why?  How do you know?

· How did the other character feel?  Why?  How do you know?

Topic Two:  Cognitive Instructional Strategies, Macro Abilities:  Example 2

S-19 generating and assessing solutions

· Why did he think it was important to . . .?

· Do you think it was important to . . .?

· How else could he have solved the problem?

· Was it really necessary to . . .?

Topic Two: Cognitive Instructional Strategies, Macro Abilities:  Example 3

S-24 Socratic Discussion/Questioning

· Questions for clarification – What do you mean by . ..?  What is your main point?  How does ____ relate to ___?  Could you put it another way?  What is the main issue here?

· Questions about the initial question or issue – How can we find out?  What does this question assume?  Does this question lead to other questions or issues?

· Questions that probe assumptions – What are you assuming?  What could we assume instead?  Is this always the case?

· Questions that probe reasons and evidence – What would be an example?  Could you explain your reasons to us?  Do you have any evidence for that?

· Questions to probe origin or source questions – Where did you get this idea?  Have you been influenced by media?  What caused you to feel this way?

· Questions to probe implications and consequences – What are you implying about that?  What is an alternative?  What effect would that have?

· Questions about viewpoints or perspectives – How would other groups of people respond?  Why?  What would someone who disagrees say?  Can you see this another way?
Activity One:  

TASK:  Using the story of Romeo and Juliet (or another story/movie), develop activities or discussion questions that target the Cognitive Macro Abilities.  Identify the instructional strategy using the 35 Dimensions of Critical Thought.

Activity Two Debrief. Present your activity and identify the instructional strategy

Topic Two:  Cognitive Instructional Strategies, Micro-Skills

S-27 comparing and contrasting ideals with actual practice 

S-28 thinking precisely about thinking: using critical vocabulary 

S-29 noting significant similarities and differences 

S-30 examining or evaluating assumptions 

S-31 distinguishing relevant from irrelevant facts 

S-32 making plausible inferences, predictions, or interpretations 

S-33 giving reasons and evaluating evidence and alleged facts 

S-34 recognizing contradictions 

S-35 exploring implications and consequences 

Topic Two:  Cognitive Instructional Strategies, Micro-Skills:  Example

· S-27 comparing and contrasting ideals with actual practice. 
Explain the rules of courtship during this time period.  Compare and contrast the actions of Paris and of Romero in regard to courting and marriage.

· S-29 noting significant similarities and differences 

· students compare Shakespeare’s Act V with the Leonardo Decaprio film version.
Activity Two:  Cognitive Instructional Strategies – Micro Skills

TASK:  Using the story of Romeo and Juliet (or another story/movie), develop activities or discussion questions that target the Cognitive-micro abilities.  Identify the instructional strategy according to the 35 Dimensions of Critical Thought. 

Activity Two:  Debrief. Present your activity and identify the instructional strategy

Topic 3: Tactical and Structural Recommendations (time permitting) a.k.a Classroom Management
